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THE 

Prefent  ill  ST  A  T  E 

OF  THE 

Practice  of  Phyfick ,  &c. 

L/F £  arid  Health  being  the  molt  valuable  things  in  this 
World  ;  that  Art  whereby  the  firft  may  be  prolong¬ 
ed ,  and  the  other  prefervcd  or  reftoted ,  muft  needs 
challenge  the  Efteem  and  Regard  of  all.  Thefe  are 
the  proper  and  genuine  Ends  of  the  Art  of  Phyfick :  an  Art,  to 
which  (under  God)  fome  owe  their  Conception,  others  their 
Birth  •  and  which  is  helpful  to  Mankind  in  all  the  Periods  of 
Life.  *  It  eafes  the  Pained,  and  comforts  the  Sick  and  Languilh- 
ing  :  It  gives  Sight  to  the  Blind,  Hearing  to  the  Deaf,  and 
Feet  to  the  Lame :  It  cheers  the  Melancholick,  reftores  the  ufe 
of  Reafon  to  the  Diffracted,  and  procures  Sleep  and  Quiet  to  the 
Reftlefs :  It  extinguilhes  the  Flame  of  Fevers,  drains  and  dries 
up  the  Deluge  of  Dropfies  •  and  puts  Life  and  Beauty  into  the 
Faces  of  the  fair  Sex.  In  fhort :  It  cures  Difeafes  almoft  innu¬ 
merable  •,  and  if  not  all,  and  always :  ’tis  becaufe  Sin  that  has 
made  Death  certain,  muft  needs  alfo  make  fome  Difeafes  incu¬ 
rable. 

Seeing  therefore  the  End  of  Phyfick  is  fo  noble,  and  of  fuch 
common  Benefit  •,  thofe  who  are  to  take  care  of  the  publick 
Weal,  muft  needs  think  themfelves  concerned  to  fee,  that  this 
End  be  Effedtually  and  Honeftly  purfued  by  the  Pradtifers  of  it. 
Not  a  Seffion  of  Parliament  pafles,  but  Acts  are  found  necelTary 
for  fecuring  Religion,  Liberty  and  Property,  for  reprefling  of 
Frauds,  fupplying  Defects  in  former  Laws  relating  to  Eftates, 


a 

ire.  But  ’tis  now  about  a  Century  and  half  fince  the  State  of 
the  Praffice  of  Phyfick  has  been  under  confideration,  tho’  it  be 
an  Art  as  apt  to  be  abus’d  as  any  whatfoever.  And  I  wifh  I 
could  only  fay,  ’tis  Apt  to  be  abided  •,  and  were  not  affually  fo  ; 
But  the  Corruptions  that  have  crept  into  the  Pradice  of  it,  are 
fo  Notorious,  that  they  can  as  little  be  concealed,'  as  juftified. 
And  therefore  I  would  hope  for  an  eafie  pardon,  while  1  take 
noon  me  to  reprefent  the  fame  to  the  Government,  and  humbly 
to  fpropofe  and)  folicite  for  fome  EfFedual  Remedies  thereof. 

Now  to  make  thefe  Corruptions  and  Abufes  the  more  apparent, 
it  will  be  requifite,  under  every  of  the  four  Heads ,  to  which 
they  are  reducible,  firft  to  premife  what  is  the  genuine  and  re¬ 
gular  State  of  the  Pradice  of  this  Art :  For  Re  [him  eft  Index 
fui  Ef  obliqui ,  and  bis  neceffary  to  know  what  the  Truth  is, 
before  one  can  condemn  any  thing  to  be  an  Errour. 

The  Praffice  of  Phyfick  is  then  in  a  right  State, 

I.  When  the  Praffifers  are  Men  of  due  Learning  for  the  Study  of 
the  Arty  and  are  well  inf  ruffed  and  skilled  in  all  the  parts  of  it, 
Howfoever  Phyfick  in  its  infancy  might  be  Empirical  *  ever  fince 
Hippocrates's  time  (who  join’d  Philofophy  with  it)  it  has  been 
Dogmatical  t  and  the  being  able  to  reafon  upon  Difeafes  and 
their  Cures,  has  been  thought  a  neceffary  Qualification  for  a 
Phyfician.  Now  the  chief  Authors  that  teach  the  Art,  have 
writ  either  in  Greek  or  Latin  *,  and  from  thefe  Languages  are 
(in  a  manner)  all  the  Terms  of  it  derived.  And  one  may  as 
well  exped,  that  a  Perfon  fhould  make  a  good  Lawyer  that  un- 
derftands  neither  Law-French  nor  Latin,  or  an  able  Divine  who 
tmderftands  only  the  Englifh  Tongue  ^  as  that  one  who  is  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  Tongues  ( firft)  mentioned,  fhould  be  Mailer  of  the 
Art  of  Phyfick. 

Suppofing  then  Skill  in  thefeLanguages  to  be  a  neceflaryFoun- 
dation  ;  the  Pretender  to  Phyfick,  that  has  not  this  to  build 
upon,  muff  needs  make  a  tottering  and  bungling  Superftrudure. 
Who  the  Perfons  are,  that  are  generally  defedive  herein,  fhall 
be  noted  by  and  by.  But  here  l  fhall  go  on  to  ihew,  what  a 
large  Field  of  Study  and  Enquiry,  he  who  is  thus  capacitated 
molt  travel  through,  before  he  can  commence  an  Artift  in  this 
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Profefiion.  Both  the  little  and  the  great  World  are  the  Sub¬ 
jects  of  his  Search  :  And  how  many  Books  mull  he  read,  how 
many  Bodies  mud  he  fee  diffe&ed,  and  how  many  Anatomical 
LeCtures  mud  he  be  an  hearer  of,  before  he  can  know  the  Seat, 
the  Compofition,  the  Sympathies,  the  ACtions  and  llfes  of  the 
parts  of  an  humane  Body  !  And  when  he  has  learnt  their  Natural 
and  Healthful  State  and  Oeconomv  ;  he  has  a  new  and  a  greater 
Labour  to  underdand,  how  many  ways  they  become  preterna- 
turally  affe&ed,  and  what  Irregularities  and  Corruptions  they 
are  fubjed  to,  with  the  next  and  more  remote  Caufes  thereof. 
He  mud  by  the  inditutions  of  Phyfick  be  taught  what  are  the 
proper,  and  pathognomonick  Signs  of  latent  Difeafes  y  what  the 
caufes  of  Symptoms,  and  from  whence  to  take  Indications  for 
Cure  :  and  mud  read  many  Volumes  of  Observations,  befides 
what  he  can  make  himfelf,  before  he  can  with  any  Nicety  pafs 
a  Prognodick  of  the  Event.  He  mud  be  able  to  indrud  his  Pa¬ 
tients  in  the  right  and  regular  ufe  of  all  the  Non- natural  things, 
for  the  Conservation  of  preSent  Health  ;  and  alSo  ( according  to 
Indications)  to  preferibe  Remedies  for  the  Recovery  of.it  when 
iod. 

And  then-as  to  the  matter  of  Medicins,  he  has  the  whole  Ter  * 
reftrial  World  to  run  over  ^  he  mud  know  the  Nature  and  me¬ 
dical  Vertue  of  mod  Plants  and  Minerals  ^  and  alio  of  many 
Animals,  with  their  Parts  and.Contents.  And  ladly,  he  mud; 
have  competent  Skill  bow,  and  in  what.  Forms,  Medicins  ate 
to  he  prepared  out  of  thefe,  to  be  adminidred  to  the  Sick. 

Many  Years  Study  and  Pains  indeed  are  requifite  to  attain 
to  the  Knowledge  of  all  thefe  things  :  But  whofbever  is  igno¬ 
rant  but  of  one  Particular  mentioned,  1  dare  affirm,  is  not; 
fit  to  be  intruded  with  the  Care  of  the  Lives  and  Health  of  Men 

In  what  an  Ill  State  then  mud  we  conclude  the  Practice  of 
Phyfick  to  be  at  this  Day,  when  Some  prefurne  to  exerciie  it.,, 
that  know  not  one  y  and  a  great  many  more,  but  one  (and  that 
the  leadj  part  of  it?  Of  the firfi  fort  are  the  Mountebanks  th at. 
keep  Stages,  and  others  that  fit  on  Horfe-back  at  the  corner  of 
every  Street who  by  their  confident  Loadings  of  Sovereign 
Remedies,  as  truly  pick  the  deluded  Peoples  Pockets,,  as  their 
correfpondent  Pick-Pockets  among  the  Crowd*  Of  the  fame 
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fort  are  the  Bill-Quacks,  that  give  out  they  can  cure  all  Difeafes 
by  one  or  two  Medicins ;  or  have  a  certain  Remedy  for  fome 
particular  Difeafe.  That  the  firft  pretence  is  abfurd  and  vain, 
every  Man  of  Senfe  will  acknowledge  :  And  that  the  feeond  is 
dangerous,  I  will  demonftrate.  Suppofing  they  are  Mailers  of 
a  good  Medicin  for  fome  one  Difeafe  (which ’tis  great  odds  they 
are  not,)  yet  ’tis  left  to  every  Man’s  Judgment  that  makes  ufe 
of  it,  whether  he  have  that  Difeafe  ^  and  how  eafie  and  frequent 
is  it  for  Men  to  miftake  ?  But  fuppofe  he  have  that  very  Dif¬ 
eafe  for  which  the  Medicin  is  proper  •  yet  how  feldom  is  a 
Difeafe  alone,  or  how  feldom  accompanied  with  juft  the  fame 
Symptoms?  Not  to  mention  the  Age,  the  Sex,  the  variety  of 
Caufes,  the  late  Invafion,  or  long  (landing  of  the  Diftemper : 
All  which  Circumftances  7tis  impoffibie  that  one  Medicin  ihould 
be  lifted  to.  1  will  inftance  in  one  Difeafe,  and  one  Medicin 
that  cures  it  Specifically.  The  Difeafe  is  an  ^4guey  which  can 
hardly  be  miltaken  ^  and  the  Medicin  the  JcJuifs  Bark,  which 
feems  to  be  no  Edge-tool  :  And  1  may  affirm,  there  is  not  any 
other  Difeafe,  that  has  fo  peculiar  and  certain  a  Remedy.  And 
yet  let  all  that  have  Agues,  one  and  another,  take  this  Medicin 
in  the  fame  manner  ^  and  1  dare  fay  it  will  kill  as  many  as  it 
cures.  Perhaps  indeed  they  (hall  not  die  prefently,  nor  of  the 
Ague,  for  which  ’tis  given  :  but  of  other  Difeafes  that  it  either 
introduces,  or  increafes*  How  many  Afthmatical  Perfons  has 
it  fuffocated  !  How  many  intermitting  (as  well  as  remitting,) 
Fevers  has  it  made  continual,  and  even  malignant !  How  many 
defperate  Colicks,  fome  ending  in  Palfies,  have  1  known  caufed 
by  it !  with  many  other  grievous  Dillempers :  And  all  for  want 
of  due  preparation  before,  a  right  Method  in ,  and  proper 
Treatment  after  the  ufe  of  it.  Of  thefe  Scandalous  fort  of  Pra- 
Ctifers  therefore  I  fhall  take  no  further  notice,  believing  they 
can  have  no  Patron  nor  Advocate  among  wife  Men. 

The  feeond  fort  of  PraSifers  are  a  degree  above  thefe,  and 
may  be  allowed  to  underfland  one  part  of  the  Art  ('z/k.the  pre¬ 
paring  of  Medians,)  and  thefe  are  the  apothecaries.  Though 
were  it  for  my  purpofe,  I  might  eafily  demonftrate,  that  thofe 
who  have  been  of  late  Years  bred  to  the  Trade,  are  very  defe¬ 
ctive  herein.  For  befides  that  due  care  is  not  taken  to  examine 

their 


their  Apprentices  (in  London)  when  they  are  made  free,  (none 
for  many  years  being  Examined  by  the  Matter  and  Wardens  of 
the  Company  in  conjtm&ion  with  the  Prefident  of  the  College 
of  Phyflaans^  or  fuch  of  that  fociety  as  he  ffiould  depute,  as 
the  Apothecaries  Charter  enjoins )  ever  ftnce  they  began  to  u*- 
furp  the  praftice  of  Phyfick,  and  to  fpend  that  time  in  vifiting 
their  Patients,  which  ffiould  have  been  fpent  in  the  Laboratory, 
they  have  in  a  manner  all  of  them  wholly  relinquiffi’d  the  more 
difficult  part  of  their  Trade,  viz.,  the  preparing  Chymical  Me¬ 
dians^  and  very  many  of  the  letter  in  London,  and  almott  all 
the  Country  Apothecaries  buy  even  the  (  greater  )  Galenical 
Preparations  of  the  Wholefale  Men.  So  that  there  is  the  greatett 
preemption,  that  very  few  of  them  are  well  skill’d  in  their 
proper  bufinefs.  But  fuppohng  they  are  Matters  thereof,  do 
they  thereby  become  Matters  of  the  whole  Art  ?  This  is  as  un¬ 
reasonable  an  attuming,  as  if  an  Inttrument-maker  ffiould  boatt 
himfelf  to  be  a  skilful  Mathematician*,  or  one  that  can  grind 
colours  well,  ffiould  pretend  to  be  a  skilful  Painter. 

But  I  know  it  will  be  objetted,  That  they  do  not  only  prepare 
Medians,  but  difpenfe  them  according  to  the  Phylicians  pre- 
feriptions,  and  carry  them  out  to  Patients  p  and  fo  have  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  obferving  for  what  Difeafes  fuch  and  fuch  Remedies 
are  preferibed,  and  of  feeing  the  effeft  of  them  :  and  therefore 
they  mutt  needs  gain  Experience  in  the  ufe  and  application  of 
them  ,  and  have  skill  to  adminitter  them  to  others  in  like 
Cafes. 

stnjw. The  ttrength  of  this  Qbje&ion  is  founded  upon  a  mittakea 
notion,  That  the  Art  of  curing  a  Difeafe  depeuds  mainly  upon 
knowing  what  IS  (ufually  )  done  and  given  for  it  ^  and  not  up¬ 
on  the  knowing  what  the  nature  and  caufe  of  the  Difeafe  is,  and 
what  IS  TO  BE  done  and  given  for  the  cure  of  it  in  a  particular 
fubjeft.  That  this  diftin&ion  may  not  feem  a  nicety  and  a  quib¬ 
ble,  but  the  true  hinge  on  which  this  whole  difpute  turns,  we, 
will  inftance  in  a  Difeafe.  Let  k  be  a  Fevery  e.  g.  The  Apothe¬ 
cary  knows  very  well  what  Phylicians  ufually  do  and  give  in 
this  Difeafe,  viz,.  They  pfeferibe  Vomiting,  Purging,  Bleeding, 
Sweating,  BUftering,  Alexipharmacks,  Attemperators*  Hypno- 
ticks,  &q.  and  upon, the  ufe  of  thefe  they  fee  fome  Patients 
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recover,  and  feme  die.  Now  will  any  one  think,  that  the 
knowledge  of  thefe  things  capacitates  a  Man  for  the  curing  of 
a  Fever  ?  No  fure  :  The  ft  refs  of  the  Art  of  curing  it,  lies  in 
the  knowledge  of  far  other  things  than  thefe.  V.  g.  A  Man 
mull  firft  know  by  proper  figns  whether  the  Difeafe  be  a  Fever 
or  not :  fecondly ,  what  kind  of  Fever,  whether  Inflammatory 
or  Dcpuratory,  putrid  or  not  putrid,  mild  or  malignant,  £fc, 
thirdly  ,  what  are  the  Caufes  antecedent  and  conjunct,  6 tc, 
fourthly ,  what  helps  are  indicated,  whether  Vomiting,  or  Purg¬ 
ing,  or  Bleeding,  or  Sweating, &c.  and  if  feveral  of  thefe,  in 
what  method  and  order  they  are  to  be  made  ufe  of :  And  then 
l  aft  of  all  come  fit  Remedies.  Now  he  that  wants  skill  to  pafs 
anexaft  Judgment  in  the  four  firft  particulars,  ftis  ridiculous 
for  him  to  pretend  to  know  what  Remedies  are  fit.  And  tho’ 
he  may  have  feen  a  thoufand  Cafes,  he  is  an  incompetent  judge 
of  a  like  Cafe :  becaufe  he  never  throughly  underftood  any  Cafe 
at  all. 

That  the  apothecaries  in  general  are  under  this  incapacity  x 
may  be  prefumed,  if  we  coniider,  that  not  one  in  an  hundred  of 
them  are  fo  much  Mailers  of  the  Languages,  as  to  make  them 
capable  of  the  Study  of  Phyfick.  The  main  of  their  Scholar  Chip 
is,  to  be  able  to  read  a  Phyfician’s  Bill ;  or  to  imderftand  the 
Difpenfatory  forms,  of  which  yet  many  are  forc’d  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  Salmon's  Tranllation.  And  if  they  were  better  Scho¬ 
lars  ;  while  they  are  Apprentices,  they  have  no  time  to  make 
or  to  be  prefent  at  Anatome" s,  to  read  Inllitutions,  or,  in 
fhort,  to  make  any  tolerable  ftep  towards  the  knowledge  of  that 
large  Theory  of  Phyfick,  which  ’tis  abfolutely  necelfary  a  legi¬ 
timate  Pra&ifer  fhould  firft  be  Mailer  of.  And  as  foon  as  he  is 
fet  up  for  himfelf,  every  one  that  is  acquainted  with  the  Apothe¬ 
caries  ways  and  methods  mull  know,  that  what  time  is  not  fpent 
in  furnifhing  his  Shop,  or  difpenfing  out  Medicins,  is  taken  up 
in  vifiting  Patients,  or  in  hunting  for  more  in  CofFee-houfes  or 
other  Places  of  concourfe.  And  to  think  that  a  man  thus  de¬ 
fective  in  Phyfiology,  Pathology,  yea  in  all  the  parts  of  Phy¬ 
fick  fave  preparing  of  Medicins  (and  it  may  be  in  that  to©)  is 
fit  to  undertake  the  cure  of  Difeafes  \  only  becaufe  he  has  feen 
Phyficians  Prefcriptions,  and  obferved  the  fuccefs  ^  is  juft  as  if 

one 


one  fhould  affirm  ,  that  a  common  Juryman  that  lias  ply’d  in 
Weftminfter  Hall  for  ten  or  twenty  Years,  and  heard  the  plea¬ 
dings  of  the  Lawyers,  and  the  Sentences  of  the  Judges  in  hun¬ 
dreds  of  Caufes,  were  a  fit  perfon  to  make  a  Councellor  or  a 
Judge  of,  tho’  he  never  read  Littleton  nor  Cook ,  nor  any  of  the 
learned  Lawyers  writings  ,  nor  is  capable  of  underftanding 
them. 

But  if  any  will  contend,  that  there  are  learned  Apothecaries, 
Men  that  are  vers’d  in  all  the  parts  of  Phyllck  j  and  fuppofing 
there  may  indeed  be  any  fucb,  1  will  confider  them  under  the 
next  Head . 

II.  The  Practice  of  Phyflck  is  then  in  a  right  ftate,  when  none 
are  permitted  ft,  but  fuch  as  have  been  examined  and  approved  of 
by  competent  fudges ,  appointed  by  the  Law  for  that  pur  pofe.  The 
Statutes  of  H.  8.  and  Q.  Mary ,  which  have  conftituted  the  Pre- 
fident  and  Cenfors  of  the  College  of  Phyficians  in  London  to  be 
Judges  herein,  are  fo  well  known,  that  1  fh ill  not  need  to  re¬ 
cite  them.  The  Spiritual  Courts  can  Licence  none  without  Tefti- 
monials  from  the  College  ^  nor  can  even  Graduates  in  our  own 
Univerfities  pra&ife  in  London  or  within  feven  miles  round  (tho' 
they  may  in  other  parts  of  England )  unlefs  fir  ft  they  are  ex¬ 
amined  and  approved  of  and  admitted  into  the  Paid  College  ;  as 
has  been  lately  adjudged  in  the  Kings  Bench  by  my  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  Holt  in  Dr.  Levels  Cafe.  The  Government  has  herein 
taken  the  greateft  care  of  the  Lives  and  Health  of  Men  •  and 
feems  to  have  made  fufficient  provifion  againft  ignorant  and  un¬ 
fit  Perfons  intruding  into  the  Pra&ice  of  Phyfick  :  But  profecu- 
tions  upon  penal  Statutes  are  fo  odious,  and  fo  little  encouraged 
when  the  profecution  makes  for  the  private  intereft  of  the  Pro- 
fecutors ;  that  l  dare  fay,  not  one  in  five  hundred  that  have  bro¬ 
ken  tnefe  Statutes,  have  been  fued  for  the  fame.  And  yet  I 
think  that  the  College  are  not  guilty  of  a  faulty  remifnefs  here- 
1  in  :  For  they  have  been  loth  to  be  too  troublefome  to  Courts  of 
Juftice  with  their  complaints  ^  and  have  hoped,  that  their  ma¬ 
king  an  Example  now  and  then  of  one  of  the  more  notorious 
violators  of  tnefe  Laws,  would  flrike  a  terror  into  the  reft.  But 
inftead  of  that,  they  are  now  become  fo  numerous  and  bold,  and 
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think  they  have  fo  great  an  intereft,  that  they  have  been  a  long 
time  a  deliberating  how  to  get  this  power  taken  away  from  the 
College  ^  or  which  conies  much  to  one,  (  but  only  is  a  little 
more  abfurd )  with  a  Nonobftante  to  this  Power,  to  have  the 
liberty  to  pradife  upon  Perfons  of  meaner  rank,  and  in  lefs 
difficult  Cafes  ^  hoping  theieby  to  have  a  toleration  to  pradife 
upon  all  Perfons  and  in  all  Cafes  whatfoever. 

I  need  not  fay,  that  the  Perfons  I  am  fpeakingof  are  the  Apo¬ 
thecaries:  nor  need  1  fay  more  of  their  general  unfitnefs  and  in¬ 
capacity  for  what  they  aim  at.  But  fuppofing  that  fome  of  them 
may  attain  to  a  tolerable  degree  of  knowledge  in  the  Art  of 
Phyfick  :  Is  it  not  reafonable  and  convenient,  that  this  fhould 
appear  to  the  Government  (that  is  to  take  care  of  the  Lives  and 
Health  of  the  People )  before  they  are  permitted  the  exercife 
of  it  ?  And  how  can  it  poffibly  appear,  unlefs  they  be  examined 
and  approved  of  by  competent  Judges  ?  A  Mans  own  opinion  of 
himfelf,  or  the  Patients  opinion  ol  him  ,  can  be  no  Efficient 
proof  ^  for  doubtlefs  every  one  who  has  the  boldnefs  to  admini- 
iter  Phyfick ,  will  pretend  to  Efficient  skill  and  ability  :  and 
thofe  who  take  it  of  him,  cannot  gainfay  it,  be  the  Pretender 
never  fo  ignorant.  Nor  will  any  wife  Man  think  fuccefs  in  fome 
particular  Inftances,  a  proper  and  fufficient  argument  of  Skill  *. 
feeing  Nature  her  felf  will  cure  many  Difeafes,  and  many  more 
ape  cured  by  accident,  or  by  a  lucky  hit,  as  we  call  it :  the 
Remedy  whereby  one  Man  feems  cured ,  availing  nothing  if 
tryed  in  twenty  more  labouring  of  the  fame  Difeafe.  A  Man’s 
skill  in  Phyfick  is  not  to  be  judged  of  a  pofieriori ,  but  a  priori. 
The  belt  Phyfician  can  many  times  hardly  tell  ,  what  Nature 
does,  and  what  his  ‘Medians  do.  If  it  appear  to  fit  Examiners, 
that  a  Perfon  knows  Difeafes  and  the  caufes  and  fymptoms  of 
them,  can  difeern  the  curative  indications ,  preferibe  proper 
Remedies,  and  ufe  a  proper  method,  &c.  this  Man  is  fit  to  pra¬ 
dife,  let  his  fuccefs  be  what  it  will.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
that  is  ignorant  in  thefe  things  (and  the  others  mentioned  p.  2, 
3.)  let  never  fo  many  recover  that  he  gives  Phyfick  to,  he’s  a 
Murtherer ,  in  doing  he  knows  not  what :  for  if  any  receive 
benefit  by  his  Medians,  it  is  by  chance  ^  and  whether  the  Pa¬ 
tients  live,  or  die,  he  can  give  no  more  reafan  for  the  one  than- 

for 


[9] 

for  the  other.  And  after  all  the  flourilh  of  Succefs  that  this  or 
t’other  Able  Apothecary  makes,  pray  what  reputation  for  Skill 
is  due  to  them  for  the  Patients  that  recover  under  their  hands  ? 
The  Cafes  they  undertake,  are  generally  fuch  as  are,  or  they 
believe  to  be,  without  danger  :  For  when  either  they  or  the  Pa¬ 
tient  are. apprehenfive  of  that,  the  Doctor  has  the  favour  to  be 
admitted.  What  Argument  then  for  the  Apothecary’s  Sib’# 
can  there  be  drawn  from  his  Succefs ,  when  mo  ft  of  the  Difeafes 
they  boafl  of  Curing,  would  not  puzzle  an  Old  Woman  ? 

Nor  let  any  Friend  to  the  Apothecaries  objed,  that  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Phyficians  are  fo  prejudic’d  againft  them,  that  they 
would  give  them  no  Teftimonials  nor  Licence,  if  they  fhould 
apply  to  them.  For  tho’  they  admit  none  into  the  Government 
of  the  College,  but  Graduates  in  our  own  Univerfities :  Yets 
left  they  fhould  feem  to  deftgn  a  Monopoly  of  Phyfick,  they  re- 
fufe  to  grant  Licence  of  Pradife  to  none,  whom  upon  due  Ex¬ 
amination  they  find  to  deferve  it,  wherefoever  or  howfoever 
they  have  come  hj  their  Skill.  ’Tis  true  in  fad,  that  fome, 
bred  Apothecaries,  do  now  pradife  Phyfick  with  Licence  from 
the  College :  which  is  fufficient  to  confute  this  Sham-pretence. 

Every  one  therefore  (  l  hope)  will  think  fuch  an  Examina¬ 
tion  and  approbation  as  I  fpeak  of,  to  be  abfolutely  neceflary  for 
authorizing  a  Pradifer  in  Phyfick  •  feeing  ’tis  an  eafie  matter 
for  fit  Perfons  to  undergoe  and  obtain  the  fame  :  And  without 
them  there  cannot  pofTibly  be  given  to  the  Government,  to  Pa¬ 
tients,  or  to  their  Friends  any  competent  proof  of  the  Pradi- 
fer’s  fitnefs. 

I  fhould  here  have  put  an  end  to  what  I  thought  neceflary  to 
fay  under  this  fecond  Head  •  if  it  were  not  fit  firft  to  fpeak  a 
word  as  to  what  I  noted  in  the  beginning  of  it,  viz,,  that  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Scat,  of  H,  8.  and  Q..  Mary  even  Graduates  in 
our  own  Univerfities  cannot  pradife  in  London  or  feven  Miles 
round,  without  Licence  from  the  College.  To  give  a  reafon 
of  this,  I  lhall  not  allege  ,  That  the  (King  or)  Queen,  the 
Lords  of  the  Council,  and  other  Perfons  of  the  greateft  Quality, 
commonly  reliding  in  this  City,  a  greater  Care  ought  to  be  ta¬ 
ken  here ,  than  otherwhere ,  that  none  but  fuch  as  are  very 
throughly  accomplifh’d  for  the  Pradice  of  Phyfick,  fhould  be 
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permitted  the  Exercife  of  it:  For  it  wiii  be  fufficient  to  obferve. 
That  feeing  the  College  admit  none  into  the  Government  of  it^ 
but  fiich  Graduates  as  we  are  fpeaking  of  •  ’tis  neceffary  not  on¬ 
ly  that  they  fhould  undergoe  the  Erifteft  Cenfnre,  inafmuch  as 
they  in  their  turns  are  to  become  Cenfors  of  others  -  but  alfo 
that  they  fhould  be  compelled  to  come  in  (if  fit),  for  otherwifc  the 
College  would  in  a  little  time  be  diflolved  for  want  of  Succef- 
Hon. 

111.  The  Pratt'tce  of  Phyfick  is  then  in  a  right  State,  when  the 
number  thofe  who  prefer jbe ,  and  of  thofe  who  difpenfe  Medicim% 
are  duly  proportion'd  to  one  another ,  and  aljo  to  the  ( ordinary')  num¬ 
ber  of  Patients,  if  any  of  thefe  exceed  their  due  proportion,  ei¬ 
ther  they,  or  one  or  both  of  the  other  muE  fuffer. 

Now  that  the  apothecaries  do  far  exceed  their  Proportion 
with  refped  both  to  Phy ficians  and  Patients,  a  little  Examina¬ 
tion  will  evince  :  And  when  that  is  done,  I  (hall  demonErate 
the  Mifchiefs  that  enfue  thereupon.  I  dare  affirm  for  a  truth. 
That  there  are  more  than  five  Apothecaries*for  one  legitimate 
Phyfician  all  England  through,  take  one  part  with  another.  And 
it  is  as  much  a  Truth,that  if  the  Apothecaries  kept  at  home  and 
minded  only  their  proper  buflnefs,  one  Apothecaries  Shop  is 
fufficient  to  makeup  (at  kaE)  three  Phyficians  Prefctiptions 
(of  good  Bulinefs.)  He  that  confiders  how  few  Patients  a  Phy- 
lician  can  vifit  in  a  Day  ( efpecially  in  the  Country)  will  eafily 
acknowledge  this.  It  may  appear  alfo  from  the  fmall  numbers 
of  .Apothecaries  that  ferve  in  moft  Countreys  befldes  England : 
Hamburgh  ( as  Dr.  Pitts's  late  Book  informs  us)  has  but  one  A- 
pothecary’s  Shop  •  Stockholm  and  Copenhagen  but  four  or  five  a 
piece:  And  Park  it  felf  but  one  and  fifty.  Whereas  in  London 
and  the  Suburbs  we  have  near  a  thoufand  :  And  there  is  hardly 
a  Market-town  any  where,  but  there  are  two  or  three  in  it. 
And  the  fame  is  dernonftrable,  by  the  numbers  of  Bills  that  are 
made  up  in  the  three  lately  ereded  Difpenfaries  in  London  : 
For  they  difpenfe  Medicins  to  feveral  hundreds  of  Patients  week¬ 
ly  befides  making  all  the  great  Shop- preparations,  which  moE 
retailing  Apothecaries  buy  ready  made.  So  that  fuppoflng  the 
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Nation  to  have  Phyflcians  enough,  let  every  one  judge  hovt 
much  it  is  overdockt  with  Apothecaries. 

If  it  be  objected,  that  if  apothecaries  were  reduced  to  this 
fcantling,  Patients  would  have  fo  far  to  fend  for  their  Medicins, 
that  many  Mens  lives  would  be  lod  before  they  could  be  had.  I 
anftver ,  that  in  the  Cities  and  greater  Towns  or  near  them,  this 
Objedion  can  be  of  no  force :  for  there,  dome  would  dill  be 
near  enough.  And  in  the  Country  farther  off,  where  indeed 
they  would  be  thin  Town,  there  could  not  be  that  inconvenience 
and  hazard  to  Patients  upon  this  account,  which  at  prefent  there 
is  from  the  fcarcity  of  Phyficians  *,  there  being  many  places 
where  there  is  not  a  Phyfician  within  ten  or  a  dozen  miles. 
For  we  fay.  The  great  eft  baftefirft:  And  fur  el  y  there  is  more 
hade  of  a  Phydcian  to  dired  what  is  to  be  done  *,  than  there 
can  be  of  an  Apothecary,  who  is  only  to  make  up  what  the  o« 
ther  preferibes  :  and  of  whom  generally  in  Cafes  mod  urgent 
(at  lead  whild  they  are  urgent)  there  is  no  hady  need  at  all. 
For  in  very  acute  Cafes  the  Remedies  indicated  are  generally  one 
or  more  of  thefe  four,  viz,.  Bleeding,  Vomiting,  Blidering, 
or  Opiates.  *  As  to  Bleeding,  if  the  Phyfician  do  not  bleed  him- 
felf,  there  is  fcarce  a  Village,  to  be  fare  not  a  Market-town, 
but  one  or  other  in  it  can  do  it*  however  this  operation  does 
not  belong  to  the  Apothecary,  but  to  the  Surgeon.  As  for 
Vomits  or  Opiats,  they  are  of  fo  very  little  bulk,  bear  carriage 
fo  well,  and  are  of  fuch  frequent,  fuddea  arid  neceffary  ufe,  that 
I  prefume  no  Country  Phyfician  travels  without  them  :  however 
[am  furs  he  neither  need  nor  ought.  And  as  for  Blidering, 
which  is  only  of  hady  ufe  in  the  Apoplexy,  it  is  not  of  that  mo¬ 
ment,  that  delaying  it  for  three  or  four  hours  did  ever  loie  the 
Life  of  a  Patient :  And  this  alfo  as  well  as  Bleeding  belongs  to 
the  Surgeon.  And  ifany  one  infid  upon  Glyders,  there  oftener 
wants  a  Pipe  and  Bag  fitted,  than  an  Apothecary  to  prepare  the 
matter  of  them  :  for  coarfe  Sugar  difFolved  in  Milk^Poflet-drink, 
or  in  a  Decoction  of  fuch  Herbs  as  grow  every  where,  will 
generally  ferve  (at  a  pinch)  for  working  Glyders  ^  and  Milk 
or  frefh  Broth,  with  an  Opiate,  for  anodyne  ones.  And  as  for 
the  giving  of  them,  feeing  the  Women  never  need  an  Apothe¬ 
cary,  the  Men  may  eafily  make  a  fhift  without  him. 


I  amt 


[I  o. 

I  am  fenfible,  the  railing  and  anfwering  this  Objection  has  caus’d 
a  little  digrefTion  from  the  matter  in  hand  :  but  I  thought  it 
needful  to  take  notice  of  it,  becanfe  the  Apothecaries  would 
in  every  Cafe  be  thought  fo  necellary. 

To  return  therefore  from  whence  I  digrell  :  Suppofmg  I 
have  made  it  appear,  that  the  Apothecaries  are  by  far  too  nu- 
•  morons,  I  will  next  inquire  what  are  the  natural  and  obvious 
Confequences  and  EfFeds  thereof  ^  and  whether  it  be  for  the 
publick  Weal  that  it  fhould  be  fo,  or  be  not  rather  the  cccafion 
*of  the  greaceit  Oppreffion  the  Nation  at  this  time  labours  un¬ 
der,  as  well  as  an  injury  to  Phyucians. 

When  any  Trade  is  overftockt,  thofe  who  are  of  it  will  na¬ 
turally  either  invade  the  buanefs  of  other  Men,  or  Itrive  to 
raife  the  prices  of  their  pwn  Work  or  Commodities  :  For  if 
they  can  help  it  any  way,  they  are  loth  to  lit  down  by  the  lofs, 
tho’  occafioTd  by  their  own  Folly  in  multiplying  their  own 
Numbers, 

That  the  apothecaries  take  both  thefe  ways  to  bear  themfelves 
up,  is  very  Notorious.  For  firft,  they  have  for  many  Years 
run  into  the  Surgeons  and  Phyilcians  buiinefs.  As  for  the  Sur¬ 
geons,  they  need  not  me  for  an  Advocate,  but  can  better  re- 
prefent  their  own  Grievances.  As  to  Phyficians,  the  Apothe¬ 
caries  have  fo  long,  and  fo  generally  ufurpt  their  bufmefs,  that 
the  Vulgar  think  they  have  an  equal  right  to  it.  This  was 
fcandaloufly  manifeU  in  a  late  Tryal,  wherein  the  College  of 
Phyilcians  fued  one  Rofe  an  Apothecary,  for  feveral  Months 
Pradice,  in  which  time  he  had  by  his  own  Advice  adminiftred 
Medicins  to  one  Man, to  a  confiderable  value ;  and  this  was  fully 
proved  in  Court :  And  yet  the  Jury  helitated  as  to  finding  it 
for  the  Plaint’.  Whereat  the  Court  wondt  ing  ^  my  Loid  Chief 
Julfice  ask'd  them,  whether  they  did  not  believe  the  Evidence, 
&c.  To  which  the  Foreman  wifely  reply’d.  That  the  Defen¬ 
dant  had  done  only  what  other  Apothecaries  did.  ’Tis  true, 
my  Lord  fet  the  Jury  right,  and  then  they  brought  in  a  Verdid 
for  the  Plaint’.  But  this  helitating  of  theirs  plainly  fhe  ws,  how 
general  and  inveterate  this  Ufurpation  is  *  and  for  that  end  on¬ 
ly  1  quote  this  Cafe. 

Now  feeing  l  lhall  under  the  next  Head  conlider  how  injuri¬ 
ous 
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ous  to  Phyficians  and  how  mifchievcus  to  the  publick  this  Inva- 
fion  is,  I  fhali  fay  no  more  of  it  here  *  but  pals  on  to  the  fecond 
ill  Confequence  that  naturally  enfues  upon  a  Trade’s  being  o- 
verifockt,  and  that  is,  railing  of  Prices.  And  this  the  Apothe¬ 
caries  have  done  with  a  witnefs.  Indeed  they  haye  an  advan¬ 
tage  ( and  thereby  a  temptation)  to  do  this,  beyond  what  can 
happen  to  any  other  Tradefmen.  For  People  by  relying  on 
their  Advice,  give  them  an  opportunity  of  putting  as  much  of 
their  Stuff  off  to  them  as  they  pleafe  *  and  that  is  commonly  as 
much  as  the  Patient  will  take  :  And  when  they  have  done  that, 
they  pat  what  Price  they  pleafe  upon  it.  It  mull  needs  be  thus, 
becaufe  the  Patient  neither  knows  how  much  he  wants,  nor 
what  he  takes,  nor  the  value  of  it :  but  the  Apothecaries  judg¬ 
ment  and  Confcience/are  to  determine  all.  Whence  it  comes  to 
pals,  that  fuppofing  the  Apothecary  underflands  the  Difeafe  and 
the  Cure,  he  will  fend  in  to  the  Patient  three  times  more  Phy- 
fick  than  is  neceflary  *  and  commonly  furnifhes  a  particular  Me¬ 
dian  for  every  Symptom,  finding  it  ealie  to  perfuade  the  Pa¬ 
tient  to  it,  who  knows  not  how  the  Symptoms  depend  upon  the 
Difeafe,  and  that  if  this  be  cured,  they  all  vanifh  *  and  that  no 
particular  regard  need  to  be  had  to  them ,  unlefs  they  are.  very 
urgent. In  the  mean  time  the  Patient  fancies, that  hisDodtor  is  very 
kind  in  vifiting  him  fo  often  without  any  fee  *  that  he  takes  a- 
bundance  of  care  in  obferving  and  providing  againfl  each  of  his 
Complaints,  and  fhewsa  great  deal  of  Skill  in  doing  all  that  can 
he  done  (as  the  common  Phrafe  is,)  Whilfl  alas  !  the  Doftofs 
main  defign  is  to  run  up  a  long  Bill,  that  (hall  not  only  give 
him  reafonable  gains  for  his  Stuff*  but  procure  him  a  greater  con- 
fideration  for  his  Advice  and  Attendance,  than  a  Phyfician’s 
Fees  (ordinarily)  would  have  amounted  to.  For  whatfeever 
his  Bill  comes  to,  one  half  (at  lead)  may  be  deducted  for  Ad * 
vice  and  Attendance  *  and  the  remaining  half  (hall  bring  him  a 
greater  profit  for  his  Medians,  than  what  any  other  Tradef- 
men  will  reckon  to  be  a  moderate  gain.  That  this  is  truth,, 
the  Subfcribers  to  the  Difpenfaries  undertake  to  demonflrate, 
either  in  any  Court  of  Juft  ice,  or  before  a  Committee  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  by  comparing  the  Bills  of  charge  given  into  Patients,, 
with  the  Bills  of  preferipfion , 
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Now  if  it  be  faid,  that  ’tis  reafonable  the  Apothecary  fhould 
be  confider’d  for  his  advice  and  the  trouble  of  his  attendance  : 
I  anfwer  ,  if  Patients  are  willing  to  give  him  fuch  ample  confi- 
deration,  ’pray  where  is  the  good  Husbandry  in  employing  an 
Apothecary  rather  than  a  Phyfician  ?  And  I  take  it  for  granted, 
that  where  one  fends  for  an  Apothecary  ,  from  an  Opinion  that 
he  has  more  skill  than  a  Phyfician  ,  an  hundred  fend  for  him 
purely  to fave  their  Money. 

But  the  Cafe  is  commonly  far  worfe  than  thus  :  And  what 
can  the  Apothecary’s  Advocate  fay,  if  he  abate  not  a  farthing  in 
the  prices  of  his  Medicins  ,  when  he  gives  neither  Advice  nor 
Attendance  ?  And  this  alfo  (hall  be  made  to  appear  ,  as  above. 
When  a  Phyfician  has  the  care  of  the  Patient,  the  Apothecary’s 
advice  ceafes ;  and  as  for  his  attendance,  it  is  not  only  needlefs, 
but  to  very  ill  purpofes.  For  their  Vifits  are  juft  the  fame  as 
the  importune  Dunns  of  a  bawling  Drawer,  with  his  D'ye  call , 
Gentlemen  ?  You  may  think  them  both  very  diligent  ^  but  ’tis 
only  to  watch  when  the  Bottle  is  out.  As  for  the  Apothecary’s 
meeting  the  Doctor  to  receive  his  dire&ions ,  ’tis  meer  (ham  : 
for  the  Do&or  writes  all  his  dire&ions  both  for  preparing  and 
taking,  in  his  Bill  ^  or  in  a  Paper  left  with  the  Patient :  And  if 
the  Patient  want  a  Meffenger  to  fend  the  Bill  to  the  Apotheca¬ 
ry’s  Shop,  ’tis  fitter  his  Boy  (hould  fetch  it  than  himfelf:  for 
while  he  abfents  himfelf  from  his  Shop  under  this  pretence  with 
one  Patient,  ’tis  odds  but  his  Boy  is  making  up  Phyfick  for  ano¬ 
ther  ;  and  fo  the  Mailer  and  his  Man  are  both  alike  out  of  their 
places. 

But,  are  they  not  then  more  moderate  in  their  prices  where 
a  Phyfician  takes  care  of  the  Patient  ?  No,  not  a  jot.  Nay,  if 
there  be  any  difference,  they  raife  them  the  higher,  on  purpofe 
to  make  People  out  of  love  with  Phyficians  for  prefcribing  too 
dear  Phyfick.  For,  as  I  am  informed,  in  their  tranfcribing  the 
Recipe's  that  are  on  their  Files  into  their  Shop- Books ,  they  ufu- 
ally  make  a  mark  of  diftin&ion  betwixt  the  Do&or’s  Bills,  and 
their  own,  by  writing  over  againft  the  former  in  the  Margent, 
per  pr^Jcriptum  :  And  this  they  do  with  this  intent ,  that  when 
they  fend  in  a  Bill  of  charge  ,  they  may  put  a  higher  price  upon 
them.  Thus  I  have  known  an  Apothecary  (when  all  was  pre¬ 
ferred 
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fcribed  by  a  Phyfician  of  his  own  recommending,)  make  Fifteen 
Pounds  of  a  Patient  in  ten  Days  time  ,  by  rating  the  Bolus* s  at 
2  r.  6d.  a  piece,  and  other  Medicins  propartianably. 

And  that  all  this  comes  to  pafs  chiefly  by  the  Trade’s  being 
ovdiftockt ,  is  very  evident :  for  as  their  numbers  increafe,  fo 
muft  their  prices,  or  eife  they  muft  ftarve,  When  half  a  dozen 
Iliare  among  them  the  bufmefs  that  one  might  difpatch,  (and 
which  would  haneftiy  maintain  but  one)  they  muft  needs  make 
fiiiall  earnings  of  it,  if  they  did  not  help  themfelves  this  way. 

Having  then  fuffidently  (hewn  the  disproportion  of  the  Apo¬ 
thecaries  to  the  Phyficians  ,  and  to  their  own  bufmefs,  and  the 
evil  confequences  thereof:  I  will  next  examine  what  propor- 
tion  there  is  betwixt  Phyficians  and  their  proper  bufmefs  ;  and 
how  far  they  contribute  to  the  oppreflion  of  the  People  on  the 
Medical  account.  To  ftate  this  matter  right,  i  muft  firft  note, 
that  at  leaft  three  parts  in  four  of  the  Phyfician’s  proper  bufinefs 
is  ufurpt  by  the  Apothecar  ies :  And  if  any  think  there  are  more 
Phyficians  than  are  necefiary  ,  this  Ufurpation  is  the  true  reafon 
of  it.  For  if  the  pra&ice  of  Phyfick  were  once  fet  on  a  right 
foot,  and  the  prefcribing  part  committed  to  them  only  ;  the 
prelent  Number  of  Phyficians  would  be  no  part  of  the  grievance 
of  the  Nation. 

But  though  their  Number  may  juftly  be  freed  from  blame 
yet  I  cannot  excufe  a  great  many  of  them  from  bearing  a  (hare- 
in  the  oppreffion  of  Patients.  The  animadverting  whereupon 
though  it  feem  a  little  out  of  the  yvay,  yet  I  cannot  with  juftice 
pafs  it  by. 

I  fay  a  great  many  Phyficians  contribute  to  the  oppreffion 
of  Patients,  partly  indeed  by  making  more  Vifits  than  are  ne~ 
ceflary  ,  meerly  to  fqueeze  out  the  more  Fees  :  but  princi- 
!  pally  by  either  prefcribing  too  much  Phyfick,  or  by  ordering 
or  fuffering  it  to  be  parcePd  out  into  a  many  fmall  Doles, 
on  purpofe  that  the  Apothecary  may  have  the  more  Items  in  his 
Bill  And  this  comes  to  pafs  thus. 

When  any  Perfon  is  taken  ill,  the  Apothecary  is  generally 
firft  fent  for,  and  is  made  the  Arbiter  whether  or  no  the  Cafe 
require  a  Phyfician.  If  it  doe  •  truly  then  who  is  a  fitter  Per- 
ion  to  recommend  one  than  he,  who  will  take  upon  him  to  pafs 
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a  Judgment  upon  Phyfidans,  as  well  as  upon  Cafes  ?  Well, 
whom  is  it  to  be  thought  he  will  give  the  higbeft  Charader  of? 
Of  thofe,  think  you,  who  ufe  to  teach  Patients  to  make  many 
things  themfelves,  who  prefcribe  little  Phyfick,  and  place  as 
much  of  the  Cure  in  a  right  Government,  as  in  Medicin  ?  Mo, 

I  trow  not.  Thefe  are  Men  of  no  Fame  with  him.  Ignorant, 
and  that  have  little  to  do.  Thofe  whom  he  recommends  as 
Great  Men,  are  fuch  as  either  through  Neceffity,  Covetoufnefs, 
or  an  humble  Ambition,  will  write  as  he  would  have  them,  and 
that  is,  not  only  to  prefcribe  three  times  as  much  as  is  neceflary, 
but  to  mince  Eleduaries  into  Bolus’s,  retail  Apozems  in  Draughts, 
and  to  fend  the  Powders,  Drops  and  Julep  in  apart  ,  tho’  they 
are  to  be  mixt  in  the  Patient’s  Chamber  in  the  taking. 

That  this  is  really  true,  is  demonftrable  by  comparing  the 
Apothecaries  Files,  with  thofe  at  the  Difpenfaries.  In  thefe 
latter  you  (hall  fee  an  Eleduary  of  four  Ounces  (e.  gj  fent  in 
together,  and  the  whole  priced  at  i  s.  6d.  In  the  former  the 
fame  Eleduary  (hall  be  parcel’d  out  into  twenty  or  thirty  Bolus's 
at  is.  6d.  a  Bolus.  In  the  latter  a  Quart  Apozeme  prefcribed  at 
is.  In  the  former  the  fame  Apozem  divided  into  eight 
Draughts  at  15.  or  is.  6d.  a  draught.  In  the  Difpenfaries  a 
Quart  Cordial  julep  at  i s.6d.  or  at  moil  at  25.  but  in  the  Apo¬ 
thecaries  way  the  fame  fhall  be  divided  into  four  half  pint  viols 
(that  the  Patient  may  have  them  frefh  and  frefh)  at  35.  or  35.  6d. 
a  piece.  And  the  fame  difference  holds  almoft  in  all  the  reft. 

’Tis  to  be  own’d  indeed,  that  thefe  Great  Dodors  do  not 
always  order  their  Prefcriptions  to  be  fent  thus  divided  ^  but 
fit  leaft  they  connive  at  its  being  done,  and  want  either  the 
Courage  or  the  Flonefty  to  hinder  their  Patients  from  being 
chous’d  before  their  faces.  And  ?tis  a  true  faying.  That  whofo - 
ever  will  not  hinder  an  ill  thing  when  he  can ^commits  /£.Nor  do  they 
only  connive  at  it, but  they  give  occallon  to  it, by  difobeying  that 
excellent  Statute  of  the  College  of  Phyfcians,  which  requires 
all  Its  Members  to  leave  with  the  Patient  Directions  in  Englifb, 
how  their  Prefcriptions  are  to  be  taken.  For  if  they  did  this,  the 
Apothecaries  could  not  play  fuch  Tricks  w  ith  the  poor  Patient. 
As  for  Example  ^  Did  the  Phyflcian  leave  Engliih  Diredions 
with  the  Patient,  that  the  quantity  of  a  Nutmeg  of  the  Eledu¬ 
ary 


ary  fv.  g.)  muft  be  taken  once' in  four  or  fix  hours,  and  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  pint  of  the  Apozem  drunk  after  it  •  the  Apothecary 
could  not  fend  them  in  in  Bolus' s  and  Draughts,  but  the  Patient 
would  difcover  the  Juggle.  But  manus  manum  fricat ,  Claw 
me  and  I'll  daw  thee  :  The  kind  Apothecary  recommends  the 
Famous  Doctor,  and  the  grateful  Dodor  requites  his  Patron’s 
Favour  at  the  coft  of  the  worried  Patient :  And  by  this  (bond!) 
Trade  both  get  their  Living  S 

IV.  The  Practice  of  Fhyfick  is  then  in  a  right  State,  when  all 
that  are  concerned  in  it ,  keep  to  their  proper  Province ,  and  do  not 
intermeddle  in  one  anothers  Bufinefs.  1  mean  Phyficians,  Surgeons 
and  Apothecaries,  indeed  originally  the  Piiyfician  was  alfo 
.Surgeon  and  Apothecary  :  And  the  Law,  ( viz,.  32  H.  8.  c .  40.,) 
authorizes  him  to  pradife  Phyfick  in  all  m  parts,  viz..  Surgery 
and  Pharmacy,  as  well  as  Phyfick  ftridly  fo  called.  Nor  can 
any  be  a  compleat  Phyfician,  who  does  not  underftand  all  the 
three  parts.  But  Phyficians  do  generally  content  themfelves 
with  the  advifing  and  prefcribing  part :  hardly  medling  with 
Surgery  at  all,  but  in  Cafes  of  the  mOft  urgent  neceflity  •  nor 
with  giving  of  Medicins,  but  upon  fome  fpecial  Account.  Nor 
do  the  Phyficians  make  any  complaint  againft  the  Surgeons,  thcf 
fome  few  are  guilty  of  extending  their  Profeftion  too  far.  As 
to  the  Surgeons  and  Apothecaries  interfering  with  one  another, 
they  are  of  Age,  andean  fpeak  for  themfelves.  But  that  the 
Apothecaries,  all  of  them,  every  day,  invade  the  Phyficians 
Bufinefs,  was  partly  fhewed  under  the  third  Head ,  and  is  fo 
well  known,  that  it  needs  no  proof.  Now  their  doing  thus  is 
fir  ft  againft  the  Chriftian  Rule ,  of  doing  as  they  would  be  done  by* 
witnefs  the  noife  they  have  made  againft  the  Difpenfaries,  as  if 
the  greateft  Injury  were  done  them,  tho'  they  were  fet  up 
meerly  in  Charity  to  the  Poor,  while  Phyficians  have  a  right 
to  give  Medicins  to  all  their  Patients  if  they  pleafe.  And  fe- 
condly ,  it  is  againft  the  Reafon  of  the  Statute  of  Trade  :  For  if 
no  Man  may  follow  an  handicrafc  Trade  to  which  he  has  not 
ferved  an  Apprentifhip,  becaufe  the  Law  prefumes  he  does  not 
underftand  it :  much  lefs  may  an  handicraft  Man  (as  the  Apo» 
thecary  is)  prefume  to  enter  upon  a  Profeffion,  that  requires 
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tea  times  more  Study,  Application  and  Obfervation  than  any 
handicraft  Trade  whatsoever. 

But  if  neither  Law  Divine  nor  Humane  were  againR  it,  Rea- 
fon  and  the  intereR  of  the  publick  forbid  fuch  Ufurpation. 
And  that  I  may  not  feem  Partial,  I  will  acknowledge,  that 
there  are  very  good  Reafons  why  ordinarily  Phyficians  fhould 
not  give  their  own  Phy lick.  But  the  fame  will  hold  more 
ftrongly  why  Apothecaries  fhould  not  pra&ife.  As 

i »  if  Phyficians  fhould  give  their  own  Phyfick,  and  have  pro¬ 
fit  by  it,  they  would  be  under  a  continual  temptation  to  pour 
more  in  than  were  neceflary  ^  and  by  diiguifing  or  nicknaming 
ordinary  cheap  Medians  ,  to  extort  great  prices  for  them. 
Whereas  if  they  be  confined  to  the  prefcribing  part,  it  is  their 
intereft  every  way  to  oblige  the  Patient  in  the  Medicinal,  both 
by  prefcribing  few  Remedies,  and  by  feeing  that  they  are  tru¬ 
ly  prepared  •,  and  alfo  by  teaching  the  Attendants  upon  the 
Sick  to  make  thofe  which  require  little  skill  or  trouble. 

The  Cafe  is  much  the  fame  when  the  Apothecary  ufurps  the 
prefcribing  part:  only  the  more  injurious  generally  and  coRIy 
to  the  Patient,  by  how  much  the  Apothecary  is  under  the 
greater  temptation.  For  the  Phyfician’s  having  his  Fee  may  a 
little  Ray  his  Stomach,  and  blunt  the  edge  of  his  Avarice  :  But 
the  Apothecary’s  confideration  for  his  Advice  and  Attendance 
being  all  to  be  made  up  in  the  number  and  price  of  his  Medi- 
cins,  what  bounds  can  there  be  herein  to  a  needy  or  covetous 
Man?  How  largely,  think  you,  will  he  carve  for  himfelf? 
And  how  much  Stuff  muft  the  poor  Patient  be  made  to  fwal- 
fow,  that  he  that  has  the  care  of  him,  may  out  of  it  obtain  a 
gratification  to  his  Mind  for  his  trouble  ? 

2.  If  Phyficians  fhould  prepare  and  give  their  own  Phyfick, 
feeing  they  are  much  abroad,  they  muR  neceffarily  employ 
Servants  therein  ;  from  whence  two  inconveniences  would  en« 
iue  -  firR,  they  could  not  undertake  for  the  goodnefs  of  the 
Phyfick,  and  fecondly,  they  would  this  way  breed  up  a  vaR 
number  of  Quacks.  For  ’tis  natural  for  every  one  that  knows 
any  thing  of  Medians,  to  love  to  be  dabling  with  them  :  And 
ignorance  feldora  wants  confidence  to  put  a  Man  forward.  The 
Tcry  knowing  the  names  of  things  and  the  way  how  to  pre- 
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pare  them,  does  ftrangely  amufe  the  Vulgar  ;  and  they  think, 
that  If  a  Man  can  tell  in  what  Difeafes  fuch  or  fuch  Medicins 
ufed  to  be  given,  he  is  fit  to  undertake  the  cure  of  them.  How' 
grofs  a  miftake  this  is,  was  fully  (hewed  under  the  firft  Head 
p.  5 .6.  But  yet  this  foolilh  notion  has  introduc’d  all  the 
Quackery  that  now  overfpreads  the  Nation. 

Now  who  can  think,  but  the  fame  inconveniencies  ("and 
greater )  muft  happen  upon  Apothecaries  ufurping  the  Practice 
of  Phyfick  ?  While  they  are  going  up  and  down  a  vifiting  their 
Patients,  the  bufinefs  of  the  Shop  is  managed  by  the  Boys : 
And  the  Matter  writing  no  Bills  at  the  Patients  Houfes,  he  un¬ 
dertakes  to  carry  in  his  long  Head  the  Cafes  of  it  may  be  half 
a  dozen  Patients,  with  ail  their  nice  Circumttances ;  and  to  di¬ 
rect  for  them  at  home  memoriter.  The  Bills  being  writ,  are 
put  into  the  Boys  hands  to  makeup,  and  carryout:  only  it 
may  be,  he  will  vouchfafe  to  write  directions  for  the  taking, 
and  to  title  the  Medicins  with  their  cramp  Names.  The  Pa¬ 
tients  have  great  afiurance  the  while  (have  they  not  ? )  that 
their  Cafes  fif  they  were  underttood)  are  nicely  remembred, 
and  that  the  Medicins  are  exattly  made  up  !  And  the  Matter’s 
time  being  wholly  fpent  in  attendance  upon  the  Sick,  or  in  of¬ 
ficious  Vifits,  makes  it  neceffary  for  him  always  to  keep  one  or 
two  (or  three J  Apprentices  to  do  his  proper  work,  whereby 
tar  greater  numbers  have  been  brought  up  to  the  Trade  than 
can  poilibly  live  (honettly)  of  it. 

I  might  mention  many  other  Mifchiefs  and  -Inconveniencies  of 
the  Apothecaries  ingaging  in  Practice  •  as,  the  injury  it  does 
the  Vniverfnks  by  difcouraging  Parents  from  fending  their  Sons 
thither  toftudy  thisArt,whenanApprenti(hipisfo  much  the  chea¬ 
per  and  (horter  way  *  as  alfo  the  neceifary  increafe  of  all  the  Evils 
complained  of,  if  a  fpeedy  ttop  be  not  put  thereunto,  &c.  But 
they  are  fo  obvious  to  every  difinterefted  Perfon,  that  I  need 
not  further  inlarge.  And  therefore  (hall  put  an  end  to  this  Re- 
presentation ,  when  I  have  (hewn  two  things :  Fir  ft.  That  the 
Difpenfaries  lately  erected  in  London ,  are  no  unjuft  Invalions  up¬ 
on  the  Apothecaries  *,  and  fecondly ,  That  the  Phyficians  that  or¬ 
der  the  Phyfick  they  prefcribe,  to  be  difpenfed  to  their  Patients 
from  thence,  avoid  thofe  Inconveniences  that  might  enfue  upon 
their  giving  their  own  Phyfick  privately  and  apart,  '  Firft  ^ 
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Firfi ,  1  affirm  ,  that  the  Difpenfaries  are  no  unjufl  IntfaHons 
upon  the  Apothecaries.  Sufficient  information  has  been  given  to 
the  publick  ,  that  they  were  firft  fet  up  by  divers  Charitable 
Members  of  the  College  of  Phyficians  in  London ,  for  the  ufe  and 
benefit  of  the  Sick  Poor  ,  after  the  Apothecaries  had  been  foli- 
cited  in  vain  to  do  the  fame  thing.  And  they  were  moved  here** 
unto,  not  only  from  a  principle  of  Charity,  but  by  the  intreaty 
of  a  Committee  of  the  Common-Council  of  London  ,  and  to  ju- 
ftiiie  themfelves  from  a  malicious  Slander  caft  upon  them  by  the 
Apothecaries,  that  they  took  no  care  of  the  Poor.  For  when¬ 
ever  the  Apothecaries  were  found  fault  with  for  pra&ifmg,  they 
had  ufed  to  allege  in  their  juftification,  that  the  Poor  having  no 
Money  to  give  to  a  Phyfician,  they  would  perifh  for  want  of  be¬ 
ing  taken  care  of,  if  themfelves  did  not  look  after  them.  Tho? 
this  was  falfe  *,  yet  the  Phyficians  could  not  make  it  appear  fc, 
unlefs  they  fet  their  care  of  the  Poor  in  the  view  of  the  Worlds 
not  only  by  giving  them  advice  gratis ,  but  alfo  by  ufing  means 
to  help  them  to  Medicins  at  a  low  value.  For  it  was  but  an  in- 
effedual  Charity,  to  write  a  Bill  for  them  ,  and  then  deliver 
them  up  into  the  hands  of  an  oppreffive  Apothecary,  who  would 
be  Pure  to  make  them  pay  three  or  four  times  more  than  the 
things  prefcribed  were  intrinfecally  worth.  I  fay,  the  Phyficians 
were  upon  thefe  accounts  forced  in  their  own  and  the  Poors  de¬ 
fence  to  ered  thefe  Difpenfaries :  Which  let  none  call,  Doing 
evil ,  that  good  may  come  of  it .  For  not  only  the  Stat.  of  32  H. 
8.  (as  was  noted  before)  empowers  the  Phyficians  to  pra&ife 
Phyfick  in  all  its  parts 3  and  the  very  Apothecaries  Charter 
granted  by  K.  James  I.  referves  that  power  to  them  :  but 
’twere  in  its  own  nature  abfurd  to  tye  up  their  hands  in  this 
matter  ^  and  to  oblige  them  when  they  have  invented  a  good 
Medicin,  to  employ  an  encroaching  Enemy  to  make  it  up,  who 
perhaps  will  not  prepare  it  true  ,  but  however  will  be  Pure  to 
ufurpit  into  his  own  pra&ice  to  the  damage  of  the  Inventor. 
And  if  right  Reafon  and  the  Laws  of  the  Land  do  authorize  a 
Phyfician  to  give  his  own  Medicins  to  whomfoever  he  pleafes, 
’pray  what  fhould  make  it  an  Evil  to  give  them  to  the  Poor  ? 
Where  there  vs  no  Law ,  there  is  no  tranfgrejjion .  Inftead  of  crying 
out  upon  the  Subfcribers  to  the  Difpenfaries  as  Invaders  of  their 
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Trade,  they  have  much  more  caufe  to  commend  their  Modera¬ 
tion  and  Tendernefs ,  that  they  have  not  govern’d  themfelves 
by  the  Lex  taliorivs ,  and  by  way  of  Reprifal  furnifht  all  their 
Patients  that  the  Apothecaries  have  not  robb’d  them  of,  with 
their  own  Medicins. 

But  l  hear  the  Apothecaries  have  invented  a  very  nice  difiin- 
[Hon  in  this  matter  :  They  will  acknowledge,  That  Phyficians 
have  a  right  to  prepare  and  give  their  own  Phyfick  but  then 
(fay  they)  it  mail  be  with  thefe  Circumftances,  That  eachPhy- 
fician  make  his  Medicins  apart,  and  difpenfe  them  from  his  own 
houfe  :  But  two  or  three  or  more  may  not  prepare  them  toge¬ 
ther,  nor  difpenfe  them  from  one  common  place  by  a  common 
Servant.  If  this  diftindtion  be  not  nodus  in  fcirpo  ( a  meer  brari- 
gle)  l  know  not  what  is.  If  a  Man  may  prepare  and  give  his 
own  Phyfick,  ’pray  what  difference  is  there  between  one  Man’s 
keeping  two  Servants  for  this  purpofe  (which  they  will  allow) 
and  two  Mens  keeping  one  Servant?  and  what  matters  it  whe¬ 
ther  I  difpenfe  the  Phyfick  out  of  mine  own  houfe,  or  (for  want 
of  Conveniency  there)  out  of  a  room  hired  in  another  Mao’s 
Houfe  ? 

Now  the  thing  they  aim  at,  is  the  Bijfolution  of  the  Difpen- 
faries.  Which  if  they  could  obtain,  they  hope  that  few  Phy¬ 
ficians  would  be  at  the  trouble  to  prepare  and  give  their  own 
Medicins  at  their  own  houfes,  and  fo  they  fhould  regain  an  ar¬ 
bitrary  Monopoly  of  Medicins  without  controul,  and  be  reftored 
to  their  uncharitable  Care  of  the  Poor,  whofe  faces  they  have  f<? 
unmercifully  ground  for  fo  many  Years  •  which  God  forbid. 

But  I  lhafl  not  content  my  felf  with  faying,  That  the  giving 
out  Medicins  at  the  Difpenfaries  is  the  fame  thing  as  doing  it  at 
ones  own  houfe  ( with  refpedf  to  the  legality  and  reafonablenefs 
of  it :)  For  I  affirm  ( which  is  the  fecond  thing  l  am  to  fhew) 
That  it  is  every  way  better,  inafmuch  as  all  the  inconveniencies 
that  may  enfue  upon  Phyficians  giving  their  own  Medicins  pri¬ 
vately  and  apart,  are  this  way  avoided.  E.  g. 

At  the  Difpenfaries  not  a  dram  of  Phyfick  is  given  out  but 
by  a  Bill  from  one  or  other  of  the  Subfcribers,  which  Bill  is 
kept  upon  the  File,  and  alfo  tranfcribed  into  a  Book  :  fo  that 
all  the  reft  of  the  Subfcribers,  the  Patient ,  or  whofoever  eife 

that 
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that  is  concerned,  may  at  any  time  be  fully  fatisfied  what  was 
given.  Here  the  Phyfician  having  no  other  intereR  nor  defign 
but  to  cure  and  oblige  his  Patient,  prefcribes  but  a  few  things, 
and  thofe  the  molt  effedual  he  can  invent  :  For  feeing  he  has 
no  profit  by  the  Medicins,  he  has  no  temptation  to  multiply 
them,  nor  to  difguife  ordinary  cheap  things  to  obtain  great 
prices  for  them,  tie  ordinal ily  divides  his  Prefcriptions  be¬ 
twixt  the  Difpenfary  and  the  Patient's  family,  directing  the  lat¬ 
ter  to  prepare  what  is  eafie  to  make,  and  the  former  what  re¬ 
quires  more  art.  Nor  do  the  Apothecaries  employed  here  e- 
ver  take  the  liberty  to  put  one  thing  for  another,  (  a  cheap 
for  a  dear)  becaufe  they  would  get  nothing  by  it  if  they  did, 
as  having  a  certain  Salary,  which  neither  profit  nor  lofs  af- 
fed. 

At  thefe  Repofitories  there  is  the  greateR  afliirance  p.oflible, 
that  all  the  Drugs  and  Preparations  are  good.  The  Subfcribers 
(by  two  and  two  in  their  turns )  take  care  to  buy  in  the  choiceR 
Drugs  they  can  meet  with  *,  That  they  do  fo,  the  DruggiRs 
they  deal  with  will  bear  them  witnefs,  and  their  Stock  in  the 
Repolitory  may  demonRrate.  And  as  to  the  fimple  or  com¬ 
pound  Preparations  of  them,  the  Head-Apothecary  at  the  Col¬ 
lege  perfedly  underRands  them  all  as  well  Chymical  as  Galeni¬ 
cal:  and  he  with  his  AfHRant  prepare  all  the  Rore  of  Medicins 
not  only  for  the  Difpenfary  there,  but  for  the  two  others  alfo. 
They  are  conRantly  every  day  from  morning  till  night  in  this 
bufinefs ;  and  fo  are  always  at  hand  to  make  up  the  Subfcribers 
Bills  as  they  come  in. 

They  neither  fetch  in  the  Bills,  nor  carry  out  the  Medicins  * 
that  is  the  work  of  Servants  or  Porters.  So  that  all  the  pre- 
feribed  Phyflck  is  difpenfed  with  the  utmoR  difpatch  and  exad- 
iiefs  •  and  the  Apothecaries  being  Rill  upon  the  fpot,  no  Pa¬ 
tient  runs  the  rifque  of  a  Boys  carelefnefs  or  ignorance. 

The  Difpenfaries  are  no  Nurferies  for  a  Brood  of  Quacks  ^ 
the  ArtiRs  employed  in  them  have  no  other  aim  nor  ambition 
than  to  be  MaRers  of  their  Trade,  and  move  (n  their  proper 
fphere  :  They  vifit  no  Patients,  nor  think  it  belongs  to  them 
to  make  any  impertinent  inquiries  into  their  diRempers* 

And 
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And  laftly,  from  hence  Medians  are  dilpenfed  at  a  cheaper 
rate,  than  any  Phyfician  that  Ihould  make  and  give  out  his  owa 
Phyfick  apart,  could  pofllbly  afford  them.  For  every  one  mud 
keep  one  Servant  at  lead,  and  employ  two  rooms  for  preparing 
and  difpenfing  his  Medians.  Whereas  four  Apothecaries  and 
three  Difpenfaries  ferve  all  the  Subfcribers ;  which  docs  confR 
derably  contrad  the  charge.  And  this  good  Husbandry  is 
wholly  for  the  benefit  of  the  Patients  ^  for  the  Subfcribers  have 
not  a  farthing  profit  ^  the  price  of  the  Phyfick  being  calculated 
meerly  to  defray  the  Servants  Salaries  and  Honfe-rent. 

So  that  take  all  the  Conveniencies  to  the  Phyfician^  and  advan¬ 
tages  to  the  Patient  together,  and  a  Man  cannot  forbear  to  wifii, 
That  all  the  Cities  and  great  Towns  in  England  had  each  a  Dif 
penfary  in  them  after  the  model  of  thefe  in  London . 


HAving  made  an  end  of  reprefenting  theprefent  ill  State  of  the 
Pr  aft  ice  of  Phyfick  ^  what  remains,  is  humbly  to  propofe  fomc 
Remedies  which  (in  my  poor  judgment,)  may  reftore  it  to  its  ge¬ 
nuine  and  regular  State.  Which  are  as  follow. 

I.  That  none  be  permitted  to  pradife  Phyfick ,  but  either 
Graduates  in  our  own  llniverfities  ♦  or  fuch  as  can  produce  Te- 
dimonials  of  their  having  been  examined  and  approved  by  com¬ 
petent  Judges  as  touching  their  Skill  in  this  Art. 

II.  There  being  no  competent  judges  appointed  and  authori¬ 
zed  by  Law  for  fuch  Examination  and  Approbation,  befides  the 
Prefident  and  Cenforsof  the  Queen’s  College  of  Phyficians  in  Lon¬ 
don,  ’tis  humbly  conceived,  that  ’tis  neceffary  to  continue  and 
confirm  to  this  learned  Body  all  the  Powers  and  Immunities 
granted  to  them  by  former  Kings  and  Queens  of  this  Realm, 
and  confirmed  by  feveral  Ads  of  Parliament,  with  fuch  additi¬ 
ons  or  alterations  as  to  the  great  Wifdom  of  the  Government 
(hall  be  thought  expedient  for  their  better  difcharge  of  the 
Truft  committed  to  them. 

III.  That  feeing  none  are  admitted  into  the  Governing  part 
of  the  faid  College,  but  fuch  as  are  Graduates  in  our  own  Uni- 
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verfities,  it  feems  neceftary  that  all  fuch  Graduates  pra&ifing 
in  London  or  within  (even  miles  round,  be  obliged  to  fubmit  to 
the  Examination  of  the  faid  Prefidenx  and  Cenfors,  in  order  to 
their  ad  mi  (lion  into  the  (aid  College  ^  feeing  if  they  were  left 
to  their  liberty  to  come  in,  or  not,  the  College  might  come  to 
be  extinft  for  want  of  Succcfiion  *,  and  if  they  were  admitted 
without  Examination,  Perfons  might  poffibly  be  receiv’d  in, 
that  were  not  fo  fit  to  become  Judges  of  others. 

IV.  That  if  any  Apothecaries  (hall  offer  themfelves  to  Exa¬ 
mination,  and  be  approved  of,  it  feems  expedient,  that  at  the 
time  he  icceives  his  Teftimonials,  he  fhauld  renounce  his  Trade 
of  an  Apothecary,  becaafe  of  the  many  Mifchiefs  and  Inconve- 
mencies  that  enfue  upon  a  perfons  having  both  the  advifing-  and 
difpenfing  of  Remedies  in  his  own  hand  (reprefented  above  p. 
18,  19,  &c.)  which,  if  well  confidered,  will  appear  greater, 
than  would  follow  from  one  Perfon’s  being  both  Councellor  and 
Attorney,  or  (to  ufc  a  more  familiar  Parallel)  from  the  fame 
Man’s  being  both  Grafier  and  Butcher,  which  yet  the  Law  with 
great  reafon  forbids. 

V.  That  for  the  avoiding  of  any  difputes  about  what  foal! 
be  con  (trued  praftifing  Phyjick ,  it  feems  neceflary  to  declare 
what  in  Law  (hall  be  e [teemed  fo.  And  I  humbly  conceive, 
that  He  may  be  juftly  conftrued  to  pradtife  Phyfick,  who  pre¬ 
scribes  Medicins  to  the  Sick  for  a  Fee  or  Reward,  or  who  difpenfes 
them  to  fuch  for  profit  without  the  prefer ipt  of  a  licenfed  Fhyfcian.  By 
this  definition,  all  directing,  or  giving  Medians  to  the  Poor 
for  Cod's  fake,  will  be  excepted  :  And  all  Cafes  of  Necejjity  will 
fee  excepted  alfo,  if  there  be  added  to  the  Definition,  a  limited 
time  for  prescribing  or  difpenfing  Medians,  v.  g.  twenty  four 
hours,  or  what  time  (hall  be  thought  reafonable  to  allow  upon 
that  account :  But  no  Ncceffity  to  be  allowed  of,  but  what  is 
created  by  the  urgency  of  the  Cafe,  and  the  remotenefs  of  a 
Phyiician.  And  let  it  be  noted  ,  that  by  difpenfing  Aiedi - 


cim r  is  not  to  be  underftood  felling  (ingle  Medicins  by  wholefal 
or  retailing  of  them  to  Cuftomers  that  ask  for  them  by  their 
proper  names  *,  but  giving  them  out  to  or  for  the  Sick ,  as  fitted 
to  a  particular  Cafe,  either  in  a  new  form,  or  under  a  new 
name  denoting  their  virtue,  As  for  example  ;  The  Apothecary 
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may  fell  Venice-Tr eacle ,  Perle ,  Bezoar  ,  Saffron,  Syrup  of 
Glove-Gilliflowers,  &c.  tingle ,  as  much  and  as  little  as  any 
Cuftomer  demands :  But  when  he  fhall  take  upon  him  to  mix 
fame  or  all  of  thefe  together,  and  give  them  to  or  for  a  Patient 
under  the  name  of  a  diaphoretick  or  Cordial  Powder,  or  Bolus 
or  fuch  like,  this  I  call  difpen/ing  Me  die  ins  to  the  Sick . 

VI.  That  the  repealing  a  Medicin  fat  the  defire  of  the  Pa¬ 
tient)  to  the  Patient  for  which  it  was  fir  ft  preferibed  by  a  li~ 
cenfed  Phyfician,  without  a  Repetatur  from  the  faid  Phyfician, 
be  not  reputed  pra&ifing  of  Phyfick  :  But  that  it  be  conftrued  to 
be  fo,  for  the  Apothecary  to  difpenfe  it  (without  the  diredion 
of  the  Phyfician  who  firft  preferib'd  it)  to  any  other  Perfon  who 
iliall  be  efteemed  by  hinifelf  or  others  fnot  licenfed  Phyficians) 
to  be  in  a  like  cafe :  for  if  this  fhould  be  admitted,  it  would  o.« 
pen  a  gap  to  a  general  pradice,  there  being  few  difeafes,  for 
the  cure  whereof  an  Apothecary  has  not  feme  Recipe's  upon  his 
file.  Not  to  allege,  that  the  pradiiing  by  Receipts*  without 
Skill  to  reafon  upon  a  Medicin  and  the  difeafe  for  which  it  is 
adminiftred,  is  rank  Empiricifm  :  and  that  \is  great  odds  but 
the  Cafe  judged  a  likey  is  in  many  circumftances  unlike  •,  and  fo 
thoufands  come  to  be  kill’d  by  .good  Medicins  mifapply’d. 

VII.  That  feeing  the  extravagant  Prices  fet  by  the  Apothe¬ 
caries  upon  the  Medicins  they  difpenfe  to  Patients,  make  up  a 
great  part  of  the  ill  State  of  Phyfick  ^  I  humbly  conceive,  fome 
effedual  remedies  ought  to  be  made  ufe  of  for  moderating  the 
fame.  And  feeing  theexceffive  multitude  of  Apothecaries  has 
been  a  chief  caufe  thereof  (as  was  fhewed  under  the  third'  Head^ 
p.  io,tfV.)  the  reducing  of  them  to  a  fit  number  feems  abfo- 
lutely  jneceffary.  For  ?tis  kapoffible  to  allow  any  gain  that  fhall 
be  tolerably  reafonable,  which  will  maintain  fix  times  more  of 
a  Trade  than  can  live  honeftly  of  it,  or  than  the  Trade  needs : 
Nor  can  it  be  expe&ed,  that  the  Government  fhould  be  much 
felicitous  about  it,  when  the  Trade’s  being  overftockt  is  not 
from  any  declenfion  in  the  Trade,  but  wholly  from  the  im¬ 
prudence  of  the  Tradefmen  themfelves  in  multiplying  their 

■numbers.  v 

Prefuming  therefore  that  this  will  be  thought  one  neceffary 
remedy,  I  proceed  to  confider  which  way  the  price  of  Phyfick 
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may  be  fo  adjufted,  as  that  neither  the  Apothecaries  nor  Pa¬ 
tients  may  have  juft  reafon  of  Complaint. 

Now  feeing  Patients  for  the  molt  part  neither  know  what 
they  take,  nor  the  true  value  of  it,  and  fo  the  Apothecary  is 
abfolutely  both  Buyer  and  Seller,  and  his  prices  arbitrary  *,  it 
feems  expedient  for  the  curing  this  Evil, that  a  Book  of  the  Plates 
of  all  Medians  fhonld  be  compiled  and  publifhed  for  general  in¬ 
formation,  by  fuch  perfons  as  are  capable  Judges  thereof.  That 
this  is  practicable,  is  demonfirable  from  the  fame  thing  already 
done  at  the  Difpenfaries :  For  the  Subfcribers  thereunto  have 
put  a  certain  price  upon  ail  the  Medicins  they  keep  in  them,  ac¬ 
cording  to  which  every  one  taxes  his  own  Bill,  and  writes  the 
price  upon  it,  that  the  Patient  may  know  the  cofi:  before¬ 
hand. 

The  only  capable  Judges  of  this  matter  are  Phy ficians  and  A- 
pothecaries  ^  out  of  each  of  whom  an  equal  number  may  becho- 
fen  to  be  a  Committee  for  the  executing  of  it.  And  ’twill  be 
ealle  for  the  Government  to  preferibe  Rules  for  them  to  pro¬ 
ceed  by,  viz,,  how  much  profit  in  the  Shilling  may  be  allowed 
for  fingle  Medicins  ( whether  fimple  or  compound)  kept  ready 
prepared  in  the  Shops,  and  fold  out  fingle  :  (which  Price  for 
diftindion  may  be  called  the  intrinftek  value)  and  then  how 
much  additional  profit  for  compounding  feveral  of  them  toge¬ 
ther  for  a  particular  ufe  or  cafe,  with  due  refped  to  a  more  or 
lefs  troublefome  form  they  are  to  be  made  up  into. 

As  for  inftance  :  Suppofingall  fimple  diflilled  Waters  (one 
with  another)  fhould  be  valued  at  6  d.  per  pound,  all  compound 
diftilfd  Waters  and  ali  Syrups  (one  with  another)  at  is,  per 
pound.  If  any  Perfon  wants  a  larger  or  leffer  quantity  of  thefe 
fingle,  he  may  have  them  at  the  faid  prices  (being  the  intrin- 
fick  value.)  But  if  a  Cordial  Julep  be  ordered  to  be  made  up 
of  half  a  pint  of  fimple  water,  a  quarter  of  a  pint  of  compound 
water,  and  one  ounce  of  Syrup  *,  whereas  the  price  of  the  Par¬ 
ticulars  would  amount  to  but  io  d.  i.  there  may  3 d.  (v.  gj  be 
added  in  confideration  of  the  trouble  of  mixing  them  and  the 
Viol  they  are  put  in.  And  this  may  be  a  rule  for  all  Juleps 
?/hatfoever.  And  fo  to  give  another  example  :  Suppofing  the 
price  fet  upon  Gafcoin\  Powder  with  Bezoar  were  1  se  per  dram. 
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and  aii  Conferves  (one  with  another)  id.  per  Ounce  ;  if  thefe 
be  fold  {ingle,  every  body  will  know  the  Price :  but  if  a  Cor¬ 
dial  Bolus  be  ordered,  ofafcrupleof  the  Powder  which  is  4^, 
a  Dram  of  a  Conferve  which  is  a  farthing,  with  as  much  Syrup 
as  is  fufficient  (which  is  not  a  quarter  of  a  farthing)  you  will 
have  a  -Bolus  worth  about  4  dh.  to  which  may  be  added  id  i.  for 
the  trouble  of  making  it  up,  and  then  the  price  will  be  6d. 

Now  the*  e  being  but  about  ten  or  a  dozen  forms  wherein  all 
internal  Medicins  are  prefcribed,  ’tis  the  eafieft  thing  imagina¬ 
ble  for  the  Committee  to  fix  a  fuitable  addition  to  the  intrinllck 
value  of  all  the  particulars  prepared  into  a  new  form,  accord¬ 
ingly  as  they  require  more  or  lefi  trouble  and  time,  or  there 
happens  wafte  in  the  preparing  of  them.  As  for  example,  Hx- 
pencemaybe  allowed  for  each  quart  of  Deco&ion,  Infuilon, 
or  Emulfion,  above  the  intrinllck  value  of  the  things  whereof 
they  are  made  :  threepence  for  a  Linttus,  or  a  Mucilage  of 
four  Ounces  (which  is  the  ufual  quantity  of  thofe  preparations 
made  up  at  a  time  for  particular  ufe.)  And  fo  for  all  the  other 
forms,  confideYatvs  confiderandvs. 

If  any  objed,  that  the  rifmg  and  falling  of  Drugs  will  render 
the  fixing  of  the  Prices  of  Medicins  impracticable  :  I  anfwen, 
that  we  mult  diftinguilh  betwixt  Drugs,  and  the  Medicins  pre¬ 
pared  of  them.  No  certain  Price  indeed  can  be  put  upon 
Drugs  *,  but  then  it  does  not  properly  belong  to  the  Apothecary 
to  fell  thefe,  but  to  the  Druggifh.  And  if  it  be  Paid,  that  this 
is  but  evading  the  Obje&ion,  becaufe  Medicins  being  made  of 
Drugs  mull:  rife  and  fall  as  they  do  :  1  anfwer  there  is  no  nccelll- 
ty  for  that  at  all.  For  Drugs  rife  and  fall  for  the  fame  reafon  as 
other  Commodities,  viz.  the  plenty  or  fcarcity  of  .them  :  Bur. 
in  pricing  medicinal  preparations,  efpccially  the  compound ,  the 
greatefl  regard  by  far  is  had  to  the  skill  and  pains  ot  the  Pre¬ 
parer,  which  is  alwayes  of  the  fame  value.  And  though  the 
cheapnefs  or  dearnefs  of  Drugs  have  a  little  influence  upon  the 
price  of  fuch  preparations,  5tis  fcarce  worth  the  {peaking  of 
For  there  are  but  few  Drugs  that  do  alter  confiderably  in  their 
value :  and  thofe  that  are  deareft,  are  generally  the  leaft  part 
in  the  compofition.  And  as  for  fimple  Medicins,  that  which  is 
called  their  preparation,  is  generally  fo  eafie,  that  the  Drug- 


gift  or  any  body  dfe  may  perform  it,  without  troubling  the 
Apothecary.  lAs  for  inftance,  the  preparing  of  a/1  your  Cor¬ 
dial  Powders,  as  Perle,  Bexoar,  Coral,  &c.  is  only  the  fine 
pondering  of  them.  But  if  any  will  contend  further  about  this 
matter,  one  of  thefe  two  following  Expedients  may  filence  him  : 
Either  let  the  ftanding  Committee  for  Prices  once  a  Year  (or 
oftener,  if  needful)  publifh  in  the  Gazette,  what  is  then  to  be 
the  felling  price  of  thofe  Drugs  that  rife  or  fall  confiderably 
(which  are  under  a  fcore  :  )  Or  elfe,  let  the  ftanding  price  of  all 
Medicins  be  fixt  to  be  the  middle  between  the  two  Extremes ; 
and  thenftis  but  crofs  or  pile  whether  it  will  be  to  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  Apothecary  or  the  Patient. 

If  it  be  asked.  How  fhall  Patients  come  to  enjoy  the  benefit 
of  fuch  a  Book  of  Rates  as  1  propofe,  feeing  they  will  ftill  re¬ 
main  ignorant  of  many  things  they  take,  and  fo  can  have  no  re- 
courfe  to  the  Book  to  know  their  value?  I  anfwer,  The  Phy~ 
fician  that  prefcribes,  may  tell  the  Patient  or  his  Friends  the  va¬ 
lue  of  the  Medicins  in  each  Bill  he  writes,  and  may  note  it 
down  either  upon  the  Bill,  or  into  a  Book  :  And  if  he  either 
omit  thus  to  price  them  :  or  the  prices  he  puts  down,  be  ob- 
jeded  againft  either  by  the  Apothecary  or  the  Patient,  then 
they  may  refer  the  matter  to  fome  neighbouring  Phyiician  and 
Apothecary,  to  whom  the  Bills  are  to  be  produced,  and  they 
to  end  the  difpute.  But  if  either  Party  fhall  be  refradory,  and 
the  Apothecary  go  to  Law  for  his  Money,  then  I  humbly  pro¬ 
pofe  it  as  a  thing  expedient,  that  the  Paid  Bills  fhould  be  brought 
before  the  Committee  that  compile  the  Book  of  Rates,  (who 
are  to  be  continued,  and  to  fit  at  certain  fixt  times  for  this  pur- 
pofe)  that  they  may  tax  the  Bills  according  to  the  Rules  there¬ 
of  ^  and  that  the  Courts  of  Juftice  fhould  determine  the  debt 
according  to  their  taxation  either  before- or  after  Tryal,  as 
ihall  be  thought  moft  fit.  For  under  corredion,  it  feems  to 
have  been  a  great  defed  in  our  Laws,  that  the  determining  or 
adjufting  debts  of  this  kind  fhould  be  left  to  the  judgment  of 
perfons  that  know  little  or  nothing  of  the  matter.  For  if  I  am 
not  mifinformed,  the  Tryals  of  matters  of  this  nature  ufe  to 
proceed  thus  :  The  Apothecary  proves  by  his  Book  or  his  Man, 
that  fuch  Medicins  were  delivered  to  the  Patient  ^  and  either 

he 
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be  or  fame  brother  Apothecary  fwears,  that  the  prices  demand¬ 
ed  for  them  are  the  ufual  or  current  Prices  that  other  Apothe¬ 
caries  pot  upon  the  like  Medians.  When  this  is  done, the  Court 
gives  it  for  the  Plaintiff.  Now  who  fees  not,  that  in  this  way  of 
Tryal  the  Prices  which  the  Apothecaries  have  made  cuilomary, 
how  extravagant  foever,  are  neceffmly  jollified  by  the  Court  *, 
and  the  poor  Patient  has  nothing  to  appeal  to,  but  the  Apothe¬ 
cary’s  Confcience  ?  Whereas  if  a  Committee  of  Phyficians  and 
Apothecaries  have  the  examining  of  fuch  debts,  they  will  not 
confider  what  Patients  through  ignorance  have  paid,  or  what 
twenty  Apothecaiies  fwear  they  have  receiv’d  *,  but  what  the 
Medians  preferibed  are  really  worth  :  And  fo,  exa&  juftice 
will  be  done.  And  this  is  no  more  than  what  Mailers  in  Chan¬ 
cery,  the  Mailer  of  the  Office  in  the  King’s  Bench,  and  the 
Prothonotary  in  the  Common  Pleas  doe  continually  betwixt  So¬ 
licitors  and  Attorneys,  and  their  Clients. 

But  the  greatefl  Objection  (as  fome  apprehend  it)  is  yet  be¬ 
hind,  and  that  is  this :  That  if  Apothecaries  have  the  Prices  of 
their  Medicins  leffen’d,  they  will  then  demand  fatisfaftion  for 
their  Attendance,  and  fo  the  Patient  will  fave  nothing  after  all 
this  pother  about  Prices.  1  an  fiver.  They  that  think,  there  is 
any  weight  in  this  Objection,  neither  know  how  little  the  Apo¬ 
thecaries  attendance  fi-gnifies,  nor  how  dear  it  cofts  the  Patient., 
'The  Phyfician  in  his  Bill  gives  full  Directions  to  the  Apothe¬ 
cary  about  the  Phyfick  he  will  have  prepared  for  his  Patient, 
and  orders  each  Median  to  be  diftinguifht  by  its  proper  name  ; 
fo  that  the  Apothecary  has  no  occaiion  to  fee  the  Phyfidan  : 
And  the  Phyfician  alfo  leaves  (or  ought  to  leave)  Directions  in 
Engiifh  with  the  Nurfe  or  other  Attendants  upon  the  Sick,  how 
and  when  every  thing  is  robe  taken  :  or  if  he  write  the  Dire¬ 
ctions  for  taking  in  the  Latin  Bill ,  then  the  Apothecary  tran- 
flates  them  into  a  paper,  which  is  feat  in  to  the  Patient  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  Medicins :  fo  that  there  is  no  occaiion  for  the  A« 
pothecary  to  fpeak  with  the  Patient  or  any  about  him.  His  on¬ 
ly  bufinefs  is,  to  fee  that  the  Phyfick  be  exaCtly  prepared,  and 
that  each  Medicin  inferibed  with  its  proper  name  be  fen t  to  the 
Patient  to  whom  it  belongs.  The  Cafe  being  thus,  ’pray  what 
can  his  How-d’  ye  Viflts  frgrufie  ?  And  as  to  any  Offices  the  A- 
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pothecary  may  do  to  the  Patient,  as  giving  of  Glyfters  or  dref- 
fing  of  Blifters,  the  Patients  of  the  Difpenfaries  find  no  need 
of  them  on  thefe  accounts  ^  however  the  Apprentice  can  do 
fuch  things  as  well  as  his  Mafler  :  or  if  the  Mafler  muff  needs 
officiate,  Jtis  but  allowing  fo  much  for  giving  a  Glyfter,  or 
di  effing  a  Blifter,  and  all  the  amufement  about  attendance  is 
over.  But  if  the  Apothecary  will  needs  obtrude  his  comple- 
mental  Vifits  *  1  think,  for  him  that  fhall  receive  (even  after 
this  propofed  regulation )  fuch  large  profit  for  his  Commodi¬ 
ties,  'twill  be  no  great  merit  to  paisa  Complement  upon  him 
that  gives  it.  And  if  Patients  through  miftake  think  the  atten¬ 
dance  of  their  Apothecaries  neceflary,  they  need  not  be  felici¬ 
tous  about  a  gratification ;  for  ’twill  be  eafie  for  them  to  come 
to  a  clear  understanding  in  the  matter,  without  running  the 
riique  of  a  demand  when  the  ficknefs  is  over.  For  let  but  the 
Patient  defire  to  know  of  the  Apothecary  beforehand  how  much 
he  expe&s  for  each  Vifit  ^  and  S  dare  fay,  when  the  Patient 
knows  how  much  the  Apothecary  expefts,  and  the  Apothecary 
underltands  how  little  the  Patient  is  willing  to  give  on  this  ac¬ 
count,  we  fhall  hear  no  more  of  Attendance,  but  both  Parties 
will  be  willing  to  let  it  alone.  For  Patients  have  hitherto  been 
kept  altogether  in  the  dark,  by  the  Apothecaries  confounding 
the  confideration  for  attendance,  with  the  prices  of  their  Me¬ 
dici  os  :  The  Patients  have  taken  all  the  officious  Vifits  of 
their  Apothecaries,  to  be  from  pure  refped  and  kindnefs ; 
when,  ’tis  demonftrable,  they  have  oftentimes  paid  dearer  for 
them  than  for  their  Phyfician’s.  Will  the  Patient  be  willing  to 
pay  ten  or  eleven  Shillings  in  twelve  profit  to  the  Apothecary 
for  his  Attendance  ?  And  that  they  have  often  fe  much  gains, 
was  (hewn  above  p.  16.  and  may  be  made  to  appear  at  any  time 
by  comparing  tlieir  Bills  of  charge  with  the  Phyficians  Bills  of 
prefcription. 

VIII.  That  if  the  Government  fhall  think  fit  to  moderate 
and  aicertain  the  Prices  of  Medicins,  and  to  reft  rain  Apotheca¬ 
ries  from  medling  with  other  Mens  bulinefs  ^  then  it  will  ap¬ 
pear  juft  and  reafonable,  that  they  alone  (hould  reap  the  benefit 
of  their  Trade,  and  no  Interlopers  in  it  fuffer’d.  Of  which 
fort  are  feme  Surgeons  of  late,  that  not  only  prepare  and  give 
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internal  remedies',  but  even  keep  Shops  for  thepublick  fakrof  them..  And 
i  of  a  worfe  fort  are  all  the  Quacks  and  Mountebanks ,  that  utter  the  Phyfick 
they  make,  by  Bills  or  publick  Outcry*,  thofe  rafcally  Cheats,  the  Scandal 
I  of  fo  polite  and  difcerning  an  Age  and  Nation.  And  if  the  Charter  grafted 
I  by  K.  'f  ames  I.  to  the  Apothecaries  fhouid  be  confirmed  to  them  by  an  Aft 
(  of  Parliament  (with  fuch  Alterations  or  Additions  as  to  the  great  Wifdpm 
i  of  the  two  Houfes  fhouid  feem  neceffary). ’ds  prefumed  they  might  be  able 
i  to  fupprefs  all  fuch  Vermin,  thepeftof  Town  and  Country.  And  if  the  A- 
(  pothecaries  (hall  quit  Blcud-Ietting  and  other  Operations  in  Surgery  which 
!  they  now  ufurp,  the  Surgeons  ’tis  probable  will  readily  quit,  their  preparing 
j  or  felling  internal  remedies.  The  Druggifts  alfo  no  doubt  will  be  willing  tar 
give  over  their  Wholefale  Trade  of  Medicinal  Preparations  that  they  are 
lately  run  into,  if  the  Apothecaries  will  ceafe  medling  with  the  Druggift', 
Trade,  which  they  have  begun  to  invade  within  thefts  few  Years,  wherein 
every  thing  relating  to  Median  has  been  in  the  utmoftConfufion  and  Diforderc 

As  for  the  Chymifts ,  who  have  affumed  fo  great  a  fhare  of  the ;  Apothe- 
5  caries  Art,  I  do  not  know  that  thefe  are  in  any  capacity  to  refunae  it,  if 
I  thofe  would  relinquifii  it.  For  the  Apothecaries  have  been  fo  intent  upop 
(  Praftice,  that  for  many  Years  they  have  wholly  quitted  Ghymiftry,  which 
requires  ftrift  attendance,  and  will  not  admit  of  one  minutes  negleft.  And 
th  >ugb  they  make  no  fcruple  to  let  their  Boys  make  up  Phyfick  of  all  forts  for 
their  Patients,  while  they  are  abroad  a  vifiting :  yet  they  dare  not  leave  fur.- 
naces  and  gi aides  to  their  care,  for  fear  they  might  fuftain  feme  lois. 
Whence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  not  one  in  twenty  knows  any  thing  of  this 
i  part  of  their  Trade.  So  that  all  that  can  herein  be  hoped  for  in  a  Regula- 
i  tion  of  Phyfick,  is,  That  greater  care  fhouid  be  taken  to  examine  Chymica! 
i  Medians,  that  they  are  genuine  and  well  prepared  *,  and  thac  a  too  great 
j  increafe  of  Chymical  Operators  fhouid  be  prevented,  feeing  half  a  dozen 
>  or  half  a  fcore  Laboratories  may  fupply  the  whole  Nation. 

IX.  That  feeing  ’tis  necefiary  there  fhouid  be  fome  fellers  of  Medicine  by 
Whokfalsy  for  the  furnifhing  of  Her  Majefty’s  Armies  and  Navies,  for  flip- 
plying  the  Plantations,  and  the  Countrey  Towns  in  England  where  the  greater 
Preparations  cannot  be  fo  conveniently  made  y  it  feems  much  more  advife- 

;  able,  that  this  Wholefale  Trade  fhotfld  he  managed  aS  the  Apothecaries  Hall 
»  for  other  fit  place)  by  a  common  Stock,  than  that  it  fhouid  be  divided  into 
I  know  not  how  many  hands.  If  the  vaft  quantities  of  Medicins  that  are 
wanted  for  the  forefaid  purpofes  were  all  prepared  in  one  place,  they  might 
be  continually  under  the  infpeftion  of  the  Mafter  and  Wardens,  Gfr.  of  the 
1  Company,  and  might  be  viewed  as  oft  as  it  Were  requifite  by  the  Cenfors  of 
:  the  College  .*  fo  that  there  would  be  the  greateft  affurance  poffible,  that  they 
i  were  all  good.  Whereas  now  the  Wholelale-men  being  no  body  knows  where 
i  nor  who,  and  the  Apothecaries  fo  very  numerous,  no  due  infpeftion  of  the 
j  Medicins  is  (nor  can  be)  made  :  For  the  Cenfors  and  Wardens  cuftomary 
I  vifiting  the  Shops  once  or  twice  a  Year  ( or  notfo  oft)  gives  no  tolerable  Se- 
j  curity  that  they  are  good. 

X.  The  laft  thing  I  (hall  propofe  in  order  to  compleat  a  Reformation  in 

s  the  Praftice  of  Phyfick,  is  to  examine  how  far  Phyficians  themfelves  have 
contributed  to  the  abufesof  it,  and  to  find  out  means  whereby  fuch  abufes 
maybe  reftified.  E  Whether 
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Whether  the  Phyficians  ordinary  Fees  may  be  juftly  efteemed  oppreffiver 
I  muft  leave  to  others  Judgment,  as  being  a  Party  concerned  :  But  if  the 
Government  fhould  think  fit  to  leffen  them  for  mine  own  part  I  fhouid 
think  Phyficians  would  have  no  great  reafon  to  complain,  if  at  the  fame 
time  Praftice  were  put  wholly  into  their  hands  ;  for  in  fuch  cale,  what  was 
abated  in  the  largenefs  of  their  Fees,  would  abundantly  be  made  up -in  the 
number  of  them with  ten  times  more  pleafure  and  -Tatisfa&ion  in  their  bu- 
fmefs.  from  the  better  fuceefsthat  would,  generally  attend  their  Prefcriptions. 
For  as  the  matter  is  now  order’d,  the  Phyfician  is  feldom  call’d,  ’till  the  Apo¬ 
thecary  have  iirft  try ’d  what  be  can  do:  during  which  time  very  often  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  helping  is  loft  and  by  the  Apothecary’s  improper  treatment 
of  the  Difeafe,  its  Symptoms  are  fo  altered  and  confounded,  that  ’tis  many 
times  next  to  impoffible  fora  Phyfician  to  know,  which  are  the  genuine  and 
natural  ones,  and  which  are  fuperinduced  by  the  ill  Management.  And  what 
difficulty  and  perplexity  in  difcerning  the  curative  Indications  this  breeds, 
Rational  Phyficians  know  very  well. 

If  Phyficians  ufual  Fees  Ihould  feem  reafonable,  it  cannot  however  be  de¬ 
nied,  but  that  fome  Phyficians  take  unreafonably  many,  not  only  by  taking 
a  Fee  for  every  Vifit,  even  though  the  Difeafe  run  out  in  length  ^  but  all'o 
by  multiplying  Vifits  far  beyond  what  are  necefiary.  For  ’tis  ordinary  with 
thefe  greedy  Men,  to  vifit  twice  a  day  in  Difeafes  that  are  not  of  the  mcfi 
acute ,  and  to  write  every  time  they  call*,  as  well  to  oblige  the  Apothecary, 
as  to  feeure  their  own  Fee.  (For  the  Apothecaries  have  inftilled  this  No¬ 
tion  into  peoples  heads,  that  if  a  Phyfician  writes  not,  he  deferves  no  Fee.) 

Thefe  Arts  of  rooking  Patients  muft  needs  be  confeft  to  be  oppreffive,  and 
may  eafily  be  prevented,  by  allowing  to  a  Phyfician  no  more  than  one  Fee 
a  day,  call  he  as  oft  as  he  will  ^  or  by  Enacting,  that  a  Phyfician  (hall  have 
no  Fee  for  any  Vifit  which  he  was  not  particularly  defired  to  make.  Which 
laft  rule  would  alfo  obtain  a  riddance  of  rhofe  Men  who  will  never  ceafe  Vi- 
fiting  as  long  as  the  Money  comes,  or  till  the  (modeft)  Patient  can  get  out 
of  their  way.  * 

It  is  alfo  a  grievous  oppreflion  of  Patients  that  fome  Phyficians  are  guilty 
of,  to  prefcribe  three  times  as  much  Phytick  as  is  necefiary.  But  the  true 
caufe  of  this,  being  the  dependence  fuch  Men  have,  upon -the  Apothecaries  for 
being  brought  into-  bufinefs:  when  the  caufe  ceafes,  the  efFeift  will  alfo 
ceafe.  When  the  Apothecary  is  once  debarred  pra&ifing,  the  Patient  will 
fend  for  the  Phyfician  in  the  firft  place,  who  then  has  none  to  oblige  but 
his  Patient,  whom  he  cannot  better  gratifie  than  by  preferring  a  few  things, 
or  by  directing  to  fomething  that  he  can  make  himfelf. 

And  juftly  to  be  complained  of  alfo  is  the  pretence  of  fome  Pra&ifers,  to 
Secrets  in  Phyfick,  whereby  they  ufe  not  only  to  extort  large  Summs  from  Pa¬ 
tients,  but  endeavour  alfo  to  overtop  other  Phyficians  of  greater  Skill  and 
learning,  who  undertake  to  cure  their  Patients  with  only  common  remedies 
ufed  in  a  proper  method.  It  muft  needs  indeed  be  confeft,  that  Phyficians  have 
had  temptation  enough  to  pretend  to  Arc&nwms :  for  no  fooner  has  any  Patient 
been  cured  by  a  good  Medicin,  but  the  Apothecary  who  prepared  it,  has 
presently  adopted  it  into  his  own  Pra£t ice,  and  left  the  Prelcriber  at  leifure 
to  invent  more*  So  that  Phyficians  in  their  own  defence  have  been  obliged  to 
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keep  fome  Median's  from  the  knowledge  of  the  Apothecaries,  thereby  to  fe- 
cure  their  own  Praftice.  But  then  it  was  a  fault  to  pretend  to  more  than 
other  Phyficians  knew,  or  to  hide  any  thing  from  them  in  confutations,  or 
the  like and  a  greyer  fault,  to  put  unreafonable  Prices  upon  fuch  Noftrums. 
But  if  the  Government  fha  11  take  away  liberty  of  Praftice  from  the  Apothe¬ 
caries,  then  there  will  not  be  the  famereafon  to  hide  any  thing  from  them: 
Or  if  any  (hall  think  fit  fo  to  do  *  I  humbly  conceive,  that  for  preventing  of 
vain  pretences  in  this  kind,  it  will  be  expedient  to  enjoin  the  Pretenders  to 
Secrets,  to  give  thexngratk :  For  he  that  is  duly  fee’d,  may  well  enough  af¬ 
ford  to  do  fo  y  And  by  this  means  Men  will  be  hindred  from  multiplying 
them,  to  the  Prejudice  as  well  of  other  Phyficians,  as  of  the  Apothecaries. 

The  laft  thing  I  (hall  mention,  if  it  were  true,  deferves  alfo  a  moft  fevere 
rebuke,  and  that  is,  that  Phyficians  do  not  take  due  care  of  the  Poor,  nor 
will  give  them  advice  gratis.  This  charge  has  been  laid  upon  them  by  the 
Apothecaries,  who  have  fufficiently  made  their  advantage  of  it.  For  while 
they  have  poffeft  Servants  and  other  People  of  meaner  Circumftances,  that 
Phyficians  would  neither  vifit  them,  nor  give  them  Advice  at  their  own 
Houfes,  without  a  Fee  •,  they  have  been  entertained  both  as  Doftors  and  A~ 
pothecaries,  and  fo  have  had  opportunity  to  put  off  as  much  of  their  Stuff 
as  they^ pleafed,  and  all  under  the  Notion  of  doing  a  charitable  Aft.  Where¬ 
by  they  have  alfo  ingratiated  themfelves  with  the  richer  fort,  who  have 
thought  it  a  piece  of  juftice  and  gratitude  to  fuch  kind  and  tender-hearted 
Men,  to  encourage  them  in  their  Praftice,  by  committing  themfelves  likewife 
to  their  care.  So  that  by  this  calumny  they  have  not  only  drawn  the  poor¬ 
er,,  but  the  richer  fort  alfo  into  their  Net.  Now  1  would  fain  know  where 
the  Charity  lies,  to  run  theobjefts  of  it  to  three  or  four  pound  charge  for 
Phyfick,  v.  g.  in  an  ordinary  mild  Fever,  when  two  pounds  in  three  (hail  be 
clear  for  Fees,  befides  a  reafonable  profit  in  the  remaining  twenty  Shillings  ? 
But  People  through  miftake  have  chofen  to  have  it  thus  •  and  the  cruel  Do- 
ftors  muft  be  difearded  forJews,becaufe  they  will  not  thm  take  care  of  the  Poor. 

But  to  come  clofer  to  th e  Charge.  If  there  are  any.  Phyficians,  that  are 
fa  negligent  not  only  of  their  duty,  but  their  intereft y  a  mark  of  the 'great- 
eft  infamy  ought  to  be  affixed  on  them  :  and  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
are  greater  Fools,  or  Knaves.  But  the  truth  is  ofeener,  that  the  Poor  will 
not  confult  a  regular  Phyfician  y  than  that  he  will  not  viiit-  nor  affvife  them. 
They  will  far  fooner  run  to  an  outlandiOi  (or  Engiifh)  Mountebank,  to  an 
Undertaker  of  Cures,  or  (which  is  muchwhat  the  fame  J  to  an  -able  Poticdryf 
than  to  a  learned.  Phyfician  :  And  they  commonly  come  to  him  only  as  the  laft 
refuge,  and  when  all  their  Money’s  gone.  That  this  is  true,  the  Phyficians 
that  attend  at  the  Difpenfaries  will  bear  me  witnefs.  For  of  the  many  hum 
dreds  that  thefe  Gentlemen  give  advice  to  weekly  for  God’s  fake,  there  are 
few  who  come  not  with  complaints,  that  they  have  been  a  long  time  in  Tome 
Apothecary’s,  German  Doftors  or  other  Mountebank’s  hands,  till  they  have 
almoft  made  away  with  all  they  have.  And  this  Error  of  the  Poor  is  mb 
rooted  and  inveterate,  that  they  ftill  continue  to  do  thus,  notwithftandmg 
they  have  thefe  five  or  fix  Years  been  pubtickly  invited  by  the  Subfcribers  to 
the  Difpenfaries  to  confult  them  gratis,  and- to  have  their  Phyfick  at  a  third 
©£  the  price  they  pay  the  Apothecaries.. 
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Tfay,*Tis  very  probable,  that  the  Poor  are  more  in  fault  than  the  Phyfi* 
claps,  if  they  have  not  their  Advice :  But  however  if  it  be  fufpe&ed,  that 
Phylicians  will  not  of  their  own  accord  take  care  of  them,  from  principles  of 
Humanity,  Chriftianity,  or  intereft  ’twill  be  eafie  for  Authority  to  enjoin 
them  to  doit  under  Penalties  •,  and  withal  to  declare  who  fhall  be  taken  care 
oi  as  Poor,  And  when  the  Parliament  does  this,  ’tis  to  be  hoped,  that  at  the 
fame  time  they  will  enjoin  the  Apothecaries  to  let  the  Poor  have  fuch  Medi¬ 
ans  at  the  mtfinlick  value,  as  Phylicians  prescribe  gratis  fo|  them  por  elle 
that  they  will  continue  the  Difpenfarles  already  ereded  lor  this  purpofe,  and 
encourage  the  fetting  up  of  more. 


To  fuhim  up  all  in  a  few  words:  Then  will  the  Practice  of  Thyfiek  be  in  a 
right  ft  cite,  When  none  are  admitted  to  it ,  but  either  Graduates  in  our  own 
Univerluies,  or  thofe  who  have  been  examined  and  approved  of  by  compe¬ 
tent  judges :  And  when  all  fuch  Pradifers  take  moderate  Fees  of  the  Rich, 
and  preldibe  for  the  Poor  gratis. 

When  Surgeons  perform  all  Chirurgical  Operations,  and  have  the  fol£  ap¬ 
plication  ot  external  remedies :  but,  are  retrained  from  felling,  advifing  or 
adminiftring  the  internal. 

When  Apothecaries  have  the  foie  Privilege  of  preparing'and  vending  in¬ 
ternal  remedies  ('with  a  neceffary  Saving  to  Phyficians :)  but  are  debarred 
tram  advifing  them,  or  adminiftring  them  without  a  Phyfician’s  Prefcripr,  1 
except  in  Cafes  of  apparent  neceflity,  or  when  a  Patient  defires  the  repeti¬ 
tion  of  a.  Median for  hirrifelf,  which  has  formerly  been  preferibed  him  by  a. 
Tiiyficiah.  When  the  Apothecaries  are  reduced  to  a  number  duly  propor¬ 
tionable  to  Phylicians  and  Patients,  and  are  confined  to  the  bufmefs  of  their 
Shops,  that  they  may  prepare  their  own  Medicins,  and  difperife  them  with 
their  own  hands.  When  the  Prices  of  all  Medicinal  Preparations  ufually 
kept  in  Shops  are  fixt  as  to  their  intrinfick  value  and  the  additionalconfide- 
ration  alfo  alcertain’d,  for  compounding  of  them  or  making  them  up  into 
Teh  or  fuch  a  form  for  particular  ufe  :  And  a  ftanding  Committee  of  Phyfi¬ 
cians  and  Apothecaries  appointed  for  determining  any  difputes  Betwixt  the 
Apothecary  and  Patient  touching  the  value  of  the  Medicins  adminiftred. 
When  the  Wholefale  Trade  of  Medicins  is  managed  by  a  publick  Stock  in 
*  one  place,  fubjed  to  the  frequent  infpedioa  of  the  Cenfors  of  the  College, 
and  the  Matter  and  Wardens  of  the  Company  of  Apothecaries.  And  when 
either  the  Apothecaries  are  enjoined  to  let  the  Poor  have  their  Pbyfickat  the 
intrinfick  value  :  or  the  Difpenfaries  are  continued  for  that  purpofe. 

.  When  charitable  Perfons  have  the  liberty  to  advife  or  give  inward  Medi¬ 
cins,  to  apply  outward,  or  perform  any  Chirurgical  operation,  for  God’s  fake. 

AV  hen  all  Quacks,  Mountebanks,  Undertakers  of  Cures,  and  other  Pretenders 
to  the  Art  of  Phyfick,  that  are  not  examined  and  approved  of  as  above, 
r*c^er  ^iern  t0  pecuniary,  and  the  poorer  to  corporal  Pu- 

When  the  Praftice  of  Phyfick  is  thus  regulated,  then  will  th©  Art  have  its 
11c  eixeenq,  and  the  Sick  ail  the  help  it  can  afford  them,  upon  reafonable  terms* 

FINIS. 


.Printed  in  the  Y  - -  1-7^9. 
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